17 


T HE N 


|Cbriftian 1 Inſtructor, 
MO AN loan {7574 


NITOR: 


7 ils 
= - 

_ 

* 


| „ 
Paxzxrs 2 CHILDREN, 

; 1 0 

| MASTERS and SERVANTS, 

3 1 N 


| Religion and the Way of Salvation, 
CONTAINING 


A Serious Addreſs to Parents and Maſters, The 
great Things to be known, believed and prac- 
2 tiſed in order to Eternal Happineſs, Motives 
0 to improve Time. A Family Catechiſm. 
i The Chriſtian's Daily Walk, &c. 


BRISTOL: 


Printed by Benj. Hickey, and ſold at his Shop in 
Nichalas-Street. M DEC XLII. 


of . 
7 . 
— a * 
4 þ ( 4 
N " | 
- ra 4 * * P , 
** wy — 8 [4 8 k 2 
% 


| 


1 


CONTENTS. 


HE Preface to Parents 
and Maſters of Fami- 


lies, Page 5 


Ten Conſiderations neceſſary 
to be beheved and prac- 
tiſed in order to everlaſt- 
mg Happmeſs, 15 


A ſerwus Exbortation to im- 
prove I me. 37 


A Practical Catechiſm for Fa- 
males, 49 


A 2 An 


The CONTENTS, 


Short Inſtructions for the 
Sic, Page 59 


An Exhortation to Seriouſ- 
neſs and Diligence in Re- 
ligion, 63 


A Character of the World, 72 


The Soliloquy of a Devout 
Soul, 76 


The Good Steward, 81 
The Chriſtian's Daily Walk, 9o 
Two ſhort Prayers, 95 


N 


1 


Farents and Maſters of 


Families. 


T's Matter of the moſt me- 
lancholly Conſideration, 

to think how ſad an Account 
all will have to make to God, 
that have not taken all poſſi- 
ble Care, and uſed all proper 
Means for the Inſtruction, 
Converſion and Salvation of 
their Children and Servants. 


You 


ee. 


You littlethinkof it, it's pro- 
bable, but it's moſt true, that 
God will require their Blood 
at your Hands. And better 
that Parent or Maſter had ne- 
ver had a Family, than that 
any Soul ſhould be ruin'd by 
his Neglect; nay they will <4 
miſerable who do not all they 
can for their Inſtruction = 
Perſuaſion, Counſel and Ad- 
vice, and that do not endea- 
vour by Prayer, Reading and 
good Examples to convince 
them of the Worth and Dan- 
ger of their Souls, the Reali- 
ty of inviſible T hings, and 
their Nearneſs to them. But 
how much more ſad will it 
be with thoſe that are Temp- 
ters to Sin, who by their 
| Scandals 
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Scandals harden any in Sin, 
or tempt them to Pride or 
Luft, or fleſhly Pleaſures, or 
draw them to vain Company, 
and from God's Worſhip, and 
deride God's Word, and Ho- 
lineſs of Life! if God ſhould, 
as it were, by a Miracle of free 
Grace, convert and ſave ſuch 
Wretches, they can't convert 
and ſave thoſe whom they 
have deceiv'd and drawn into 


| Sin; and what Thoughts ſuch 


will have if they come to 
Heaven, to know of Souls in 
Hell,whom they have brought 


thither, we cannot tell : But 


if ſuch die unconverted, the 
Preſence and Torment of thoſe 
whom they have tempted will 
but increaſe their own. Ah! 
what 


viii The PREFACE, 
what a Meeting will ſuch 
Parents and careleſs Maſters 
have when they ſee thoſe 
whoſe Ruin they have occa- 
ſioned by Temptation or Ne- 
glect? To hear them crying 
out, curſed be the Day that i 
came into your Family, or 
was born to you, who has 
been ſo cruel to me, and ne- 
ver told me my Danger, or 
how to eſcape it, and now I 
am undone 2 ever? O, that 
I had never known you ! O, 
that I had never been born! 
How piercing, how unealy 
will ſuch Upbraidings be:! 
Let theſe Things ſtirupall, 

and eſpecially Believers, to 
labour to {ave Souls from the 


Power and Snares of Devils. 
Make 


* 
by 
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Make haſteto help poor miſe- 
rable Souls before Death puts 
them paſt Remedy, or "Lin 
hath hardened their Hearts. 
Do you love your Neighbours 
as yourſelves? And will you 
ſuffer them to continue in 
Ignorance, Worldlineſs, and 
Profaneneſs, and do little or 
nothing to ſave them? If 
you {aw them fall down in 
4 Swoon, you would help 

them; or if their "as 
were on Fire, you would rea- 
dily help them to quench it: 

And do you believe a Hell, 
and not help Sinners? The 
Devil ſeeks Night and Day 

to devour, and Will ou lo 
nothing to ſave Souls r It 


you cannot do what you 


B would 


would, do what you can: 
Take it to be your Duty and 
Work, for which you muſt 
give an Account to God, Of- 
ten ask yourſelves, What have 
I done for God or Souls this 
Week or Day? Begin at Home, 
and give to all an Example of 
Holineſs, Meekneſs and Self- 
denial; and betray not the 
Souls of Children and Ser- 
vants witha few ſlight Words, 
but with Love and Diligence 
labour to make'em underſtand 


God's Word, and the Things 


that make for their Salva- 
tion, catechiſe them, and 
help them to underftand and 
apply it; keep*em from allil} 
Company; render God's Ser- 
vice to them as honourable 

and 


The PREFACE, xi 
and pleaſant as it is neceſſary. 
To quicken you, Time is 
ſhort, Souls are precious, Hell 
is dreadful, Heaven is joyful. 
The Devil and his Snares are 
buſie; be not idle when he 
has many helping on his 
Work, and cheating many of 
their Souls; and for your 
Encouragement, you may be 
aſſur'd, if you are ſincere, it 
ſhall not be in vain. Conde- 
{cend to the leaſt and loweſt, 
doing all with Humility and 
winning Love : Put good 


Books into their Hands, and 
for {uch as are not able to 
purchaſe, or have not Time 
to read large Treatiſes, this, 
which is taken out of the 
beſt Authors, may be of 500d 

3 er- 


xii The PREFACE, 
Service. You would find the 


Advantage, if you made your 


Children and Servants to 


learn the ten Heads, one af- 


ter another, not burdening 
them with it, and then you 
may read what is under by 
Way of Explanation. And 
in order to enforce it, I beg 
of you for God and Chrift's 
Sake, do all you can for 
their Salvation every Day. 
Pray conſider that the Mat- 
ters of your Soul and Eterni- 
ty, as they are of the greateſt 
W eight = Conſequence, ſo 
they deſervethe greateſt Con- 
{ideration and Seriouſnels, it 
is a known Paſſage of Secre 
tary Vai ug hani; Tam ſerious, 


and its fit 1 ſhould be ſo, for 


all 


— 


| 
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all are o round about me: 
God is ſerious in ohſerving 
us, Je ſus Chriſt is ſerious in 
mterceedm 755 us, the Holy 
Spirit 70 W + in ſtribing 
with us, The Truths of God 
are ſerious Truths, his Laws, 
his Promiſes. Threatumgs,are 
all ſerious ; Angels are ſerious 
mm their Adminiſ! ration to us, 
our Spiritual Enemies are ſe- 
rious in their Attempts agamſl 
us, glorified Saints are ſerious 
in their Embraces Divine 
Love, poor damned Sinners 
cannot but be ſerious under 
the pourmgs out of Divine 
Wrath. and we reg elves ſhall 
be ferwus ſhortly, 


The 


| 
| 
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Ten CONSIDERATIONS neceſ- 
{ary to be believed and 
practiſed in order to E- 
verlaſting Happineſs, 


Believe there is a God, who made, 
preſerves and maintains me, withs 
out whom cannot live a Moment, 
| who hath given a Law by which 1 
muſt be governed at preſent, and 
judged hereafter : So that 1 an 
not at Liberty to do, ſpzak, or think what I will, 
out am bound to Frnow, obey, love, worſhip, ſerve 
and glorify Him, who is my Chief End, and wit- 
ling to be my Eterna! Flappineſs. 

God is a Being of incomprehenſible Greatneſs 
and Majeſty, of tranſcendent Holineſs and Purity, 
of infinite and glorious Excellencies, He is an 
Object mot worthy gf our Love and choiceſt Af; 
: tections, 


C16 ] 
fections and moſt able to reward them, It is our 
Life and Blefledneſs, and muſt be our Buſineſs to 
love him; and if our Aﬀections are ſet upon other 
Things more than him, they are miſplaced, and it 
will never be well with us *till we come near to 
him, *till we know him better, 'till we love him 
more. No greater Bleſſedneſs can be deſir'd than 
perfect, endleſs, mutual Love, We muſt eſpe- 
cially ice to it that we are ſincere, for it is the 
Life and Power of Godlineſs, without which all 
our holy Duties will not avail us. Can that Per- 
ſon be ſuppoſed to love God, who cares not how 
little he thinks or ſpeaks of him, who has no De- 
light in his Service, no Zeal for his Honour and 
Glory? Certain it is, whatever hath our chief 
Love, we make a God of it ; and if we love 
not the true God above all Things, we love him 
not as God, Now, ſince ſo much depends on 
this, it will be good for us to try where our. Love 
is fixed ; if upon God in the manner it ought, 
we ſhall be caretul to pleaſe him, fearful left 
we offend him, frequently and diligently think- 
ing on him, and ſhall make his Word the Rule 
of our Practice: The Phoughts of being in 
Heaven with him, where Holineſs and Love 
are in Perfection, will be the moſt pleaſing 
to our Minds, and more deſired than the Riches, 
Honours, and fleſhly Pleaſures of this World. 
If we love God as we ought, we ' ſhall long for 


the Holineſs of the World and the Proſperity | 


of the Church, and the Good of the Bodies and 
Souls of all Men; and heartily pray for the 
Hallowing of God's Name, the Coming of his 
Kingdom. and the doing of his Will on Earth 
as 'tis done in Heaven, and when conſcquent 
upon 
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upon this we endeavour to do what Good we can 
in our Place, we ſhall thereby evidence the Sin- 
cerity of our Love to God, But how can any 
ſay they are Lovers of God, when their Hearts 
are not with him, but are Lovers of Pleaſures, 
and are more devoted to them than to him ? if 
we would hearken to Conſcience, it would do its 


Office faithfully, it would tell us that the World 


has more of our Hearts than God or Heaven, 


and that our Thoughts are more upon worldly 


Concerns and Pleaſures than upon God, You 
know what it is to love your Friends, your 
Money, your Pleaſures ; but do vou know what 
it is, by as good Experience to love God? 
Now, ſince it is a Buſineſs we are often em- 


ploy'd in, to worſhip the great and glorious God, 


and he is more honour'd or diſhonour'd in it than 
in other Actions of our Lives, Love ſhould eſpe- 
cially influence us to do it in the Manner he re- 
quires; it will teach us, whenever we engage in 
God's holy Worſhip, whether ſecret, Family, or 
publick, to perſorm it with holy Fear and hum- 
ble Reverence, with the greateſt Intentneſs of 
Mind, and with all the Powers and Faculties of 
the Soul, We ſhall then be moſt lively when 
thus employ'd : Our Love will then ſhew itſelf 
in admiring Thoughts and dutiful Wills, in in- 
genuous Fear and humble Confidence, in chear- 
ful Praiſes and profound Adorations. Our Love 
to God will ſuggeſt to us ſuch Things as may 
make us careful in our Service of him: It will 
teach us to remember, when engaged in God's 
Worſhip, that he is always preſent with us ; his 
Eye is continually upon us to obſerve both our 
outward Carriage and inward Frame. Being a 

C pure 
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pure Spirit, he is always preſent: to our Spirits and 
knows the moſt ſecret and retired Thoughts of 
our Hearts: Our God Redeemer is preſent ; for 
Gur Lord Jeſus Chriſt walks in the Midſt of the 
Golden Candleſticks, ſearching the Hearts and 
trying the Reins, and obſerving the Behaviour 
of thoſe that worſhip him: The holy Ghoſt is 
preſent to aſſiſt and quicken us; but grieved 
when we are careleſs : The holy Angels are pre- 


ſent as Guardians and Spectators: Satan is pre- 


ſent, and the moſt buſy to diſtract and hinder 
us, and ſteal the Word out of our Hearts, leſt we 
believe and be ſav d. The Conſideration of theſe 
being preſent, holy Love makes of uſe them to 
quicken us to take Care in God's Worſhip. We 
might farther conſider, that our T houghts and 
Affections are moſt apt to wander, and therefore 
require a ſtrong Guard. The Buſineſs we are 
employ*d about is of the greateſt Importance; 
ſuch as promoting the Glory of God and the 
Welfare of our Souls. The Succeſs of our Wor- 
ſhip uſually depends on our good Behaviour in it. 
We ſhould think when we are going to worſhip 
God, and it is an awaking Thought, I am going 
about a Work, by which I ſhall be made either 
better or worſe, harden'd or ſfoften'd, ripen'd for 
Heaven or Hell, for the Word travels with Life 
or Death to every Soul that hears it; as that 
holy Man, Mr. Herbert, ſays. 

Look to thine Actions well, 


For Churches either are our Heaven or Hell. 
We mult ſhortly give an Account at the Bar 
of God of our Deportment in holy Duties, and 
muſt expect as we ſow ſo to reap, Let us take 
heed, left we come under the Curſe the Scripture 
denounces 
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denounces againſt them that do the Work of the 
Lord negligently, and endeayour to ſerye him 
with Reverence and Godly Fear, for he is a 
conſuming Fire to them that trifle with him, 
but a Rewarder, and a bountiful one too, of 
them who diligently ſeek him. | 
II. I believe Man at firſt was made holy and 
happy, but by his Diſobedience to Gd became 
guilty and miſerable, and that when Sin reigns 
in Men, it renders them odious to the Holineſs and 
obnoxious to the Juſtice of God, and if I die in 
a State of Sin and Guilt I am undone for ever, 
When Sin hath Dominion over the Soul, it 
cannot fail to ruin it. If this be thy Caſe no 
Tongue can fully tell the Sinfulneſs or Miſery 
of thy State. If thou lookeſt within thee, there 
is thy Conſcience regiſtring all thy Sins, which 
will go with thee to the Judgment of God, and 
be as a thouſand Witneſſes againſt thee, and fill 
thee with Horror and Amazement for ever ; It 
thou lookeſt above thee to Heaven, there is a 
provoked God thine Enemy, and who can exprets 
the Miſeries of that Creature whoſe Maker is his 
Adverſary, all whoſe Attributes ſpeak nothing 
but Terrors ? If thou look downward, there 1s 
Death ready to ſeize thee, and let thee into Hell. 
There is but a Step between thee and everlaſt- 
ing Burninys. Thou hangeft over the dreadful 
Priſon, out of which there is no Releaſe, only by 
the ſlender Thread of Life, which Death will ſoon 
break. Before thee are Snares and Temptations 
which the Devil is buſy to draw thee into, behind 
there arc innumerable Sins unrepented of, and 
unpardoned ; on thy right Hand all thy Riches 
and Fulnoſs are a Curſe to thee, on thy leſt Hand 
+ OO in- 
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innumerable Miſeries, Diſeaſes and ſad Accidents 
are ready to ſeize on thee, How can it be other- 
wiſe with that Soul, who having loſt the holy 
Image of God, is become not only the Object 
of his Anger; but of his Loathing? Zech. 1 1. 8. 
who being like to Satan is become his Slave, and 
without a Change muſt be his Companion in 
Miſery. 

III. I believe the Lord Jeſus has died to re- 
deem and ſave me from Sin and Hell, and has 
given his Word and Spirit, and Ordinances for 
the carrying on the Wark of Sanctification in ny 
Soul, without which I muſt never ſee God's Face 
with Comfort, 

In this wonderful Work, our Redeemer hath 
expreſſed the greateſt Love in the procuring of 
Redemption, and in that he affords ſo kindly the 
Means for the Application of it. Some have 
obſerved all the Dimenſions of Length, Breadth, 
Height and Depth in our Saviour's Sufferings. 
For Length, his Paſſion was ſeveral Hours long. 
Its Breadth extended over all the Parts and 
Powers of his Soul and Body, no Part free but 
his Tongue, which was at Liberty to pray for 
his Enemies : His Sight was tormented with the 
ſcornful Geſtures of ſich as paſſed by, wagging 
their Heads: His Hearing agrieved wich the 
Taunts and Jeers of Prieſts and People, his Smel- 
ling offended with the noiſom Stench from the 
Place of Sculls : His Taſte with the Gall and 
Vinegar given him to drink : His Feeling won- 
derfully affected by the Nails which pierced his 
Hands and Feet, and the Crown of Thorns 
which pierced his tender Temple with a Multi- 
plicity of Wounds. As for the Depth of his 


Paſſion, 
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Paſſion, it was as deep as Hell it ſelf, enduring 
Torments in his Soul, as well as Torments in 
his Body, groaning under the Burden of Deſer- 
tion, crying out, My God, my God, why baſt thou 
forſaken me? Laſtly, for the Height of his Suffer- 
ings, they were as high as Heaven, his Perſon be- 
ing innocent and infinite, no leſs than the Son of 
God, which adds infinite Worth and Value to his 
Sufferings. Surely our Lord deſerves our chieſeſt 
Love, nay, he requires it expreſly, declaring, 
That if any Man loves Father or Mother, Wife 
or Children, Howſe or Land, more than me, he 
is not worthy of me. He ſhould be the full and 
compleat Subject of our Deſire, and Hope, and 
Faith, and Love and Joy. What Comfort may 
a believing Soul take, when he can apply all that 
Chriſt has done to himſelf, when he can ſay, My 
dear Lord came off his Father's Boſom for me, 
wept and bled for me, poured out his Life for 
me ; and is now riſen and gone to Heaven for 
me, and fits at the right Hand of his righteous 
Father, making Interceſſion for me; and at the 
End of the World will come again and receive 
me to himſelf, to live with him for ever and 
ever. O happy Soul, that can truly thus ſay | 
To ſuch an one Chriſt is the chiefeſt of Ten 
Thouſand, altogether lovely, 

IV. I believe I muſt be born again, and that 
a rea! Change muſt paſs upon me or 1 ſhail never 
come to Heaven, 

The Neceſſity and Nature of this Change are 
moſt worthy of our ſ-rious Conſideration. Bet- 
ter for us we had never been born, than not to be 
born again; for our Saviour faith, Except a Man 
be born again hs cannot ſee the Kingdom of on 


And his Apoſtle declares, F any Man be in Chr i/? 
he is a new Creature: Mithout Holineſs no Man 
ſhall ſee God with Comfort Our eternal Hap- 
pineſs depends upon it; ſurely then it concerns 
us to enquire what it is, and whether we have 
experienced any thing of it. This new Birth 
may thus be deſcribed : It is a thorough Change 
wrought upon us by the holy Spirit, whereby the 
Seed of all Grace is infuſed, the Soul made to 
receive and to reſt upon Chriſt wholly for Salva- 
tion, according to his gracious Covenant; and 
accordingly doth unfeignedly repent of all his 
Sins, turning from the Love and Practice of them 
unto God: Doth, from a ſicere Love to him, 
deſire and endeavour to walk before him in Obe- 
dience and Newneſs of Life, according to his 
Will. Now, becauſe this is of ſo great Impor- 
tance to us all, we muſt obſerve the Character 
of thoſe who are not yet converted, and muſt be 
changed, if ever they Will be ſaved. Surely 
the Danger of a Miſtake will quicken us to the 
utmoſt Diligence, Seriouſneſs and Impartiality 
in this Enquiry into ourſelves, 

1/7, That Man cr Woman that never yet per- 
ceived, that Sin is a great and deteſtable Evil, 
deſervinz the Wrath of God, and that never felt 
what Need they ſtand in of the Pardon of Sin by 
the Blood of our "Lord Jeſus, nor was ever humbled 
in that Apprehenſion of his unworthy Dealing 
with God, but can bear his Sins as a tolerable 
Burthen, is yet unconverted, and without Con- 
verſion cannot be ſaved. 

24ly. That Perſon who was never driven to 
Chriſt for Deliverance, nor beaten out of Conceit 
of Merit, and Sufficiency in himſeif, nor brought 
to 
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to admire the glorious Deſign of God, in the 


Goſpel, and in the great Work of Redemption, 
nor hath any Taſte of the Sweetneſs of the Glad 
Tidings of Salvation, which are brought to 
diſtreſſed Sinners in the Goſpel, ſo that his Heart 
was never warm'd with a Senſe of the Redeemer's 
Love and Blood, but heareth and readeth the 
Goſpel as a common Story, or as if it were not 
he that was thus redeemed ; ſuch an one is yet 
unconverted whatſoever he may ſeem. 
zaly, That Perſon that hath not his Heart 
and Hopes in Heaven, and looketh not at that 
as his only Happineſs, and doth not make it the 
Buſineſs of his Life to attain it, but ſetteth 
his Heart more upon the Things of this Life, is 
certainly unconverted, and in a loſt State and 
Condition, whatever he may pretend, 
4thly, That Perſon who is not weary of all 
known Sin, and hateth it not, and would not be 
rid of it with all his Heart, and is not willing to 
be at the Labour and Coſt of Dutv in the Uſe 
of thoſe Means which God hath required for the 
obtaining of a Conqueſt, but will venture his Soul 
upon a careleſs Lite, rather than he will be brought 
to diligent Godlineſs, and takes up Godlineſs in 
Part, upon mere Neceflity, having rather let it 
alone it he durſt, and taxes it for a grievous 
Thing to be hinder'd from his Sin; that Perſon is 
not yet converted, and muſt have a further Change 
before he can be brought into a State of Life. 
5thly, That Perſon that doth not ſet himſelf to 
the Duties of Holineſs to God and Righteouſneſs 
and Mercy towards Men; that hach not the Spirit 
of Chriſt within him, nor the Image of God upon 
him; and doth not expreſs in it his Worſhip and 
| Obedience, 
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Obedience, and is not loving, compaſſionate and 
merciful to others, nor humble nor low in his 
own Eyes, and delighteth not in doing Good, nor 
is willing to do as he would be done by; I ſay, 
that Perſon is not yet truly converted, whatſo- 
ever Seemings of Converſion he may have, but 
muſt yet be otherwiſe converted, or condemned. 

6thly, That Man or Woman that hath any 
thing in this World that is fo dear to them that 
they cannot ſpare it, and part with it for Chriſt 
and Obedience to his Command, but will rather 
venture their Souls upon his Threatnings, and will 
only take up ſo much Religion as will ſtand with 
their worldly Profperity, and are not reſolved, b 
the Strengh of Grace, rather to let go all than 
Chriſt ; that Perſon is yet unconverted, and muſt 
have a further Change, or be condemned, 

If all this be true, how many are there in a 
State of Death, yet believe it not, and lay it not 
to Heart? Let him that readeth (as he regardeth 
his eternal Salvation, and would ſtand with Com- 
for t before Chriſt and his Angels at the laſt Day) 
ſeriouſly enquire whether he is renewed by the 
Spirit of Grace or not. If thou art a Stranger 
to this happy Work, continue ſo no longer: Dare 
not to delay, or to reſt in thy preſent State; for 
ſurely thou art not willing to be damned, Ear- 
neſtly ſeek the Spirit and Grace of Chriſt ; caſt 
away thy Sins; give up thy ſelf entirely to God ; 
and make ſure of that Happineſs which ſhall have 
no End, whatſoever it coſt, before it be too late, 

V. I believe I am a Probationer for Eternity, 
and that as I ſpend this ſhort Moment of Time 
here, ſo it will be with me for ever; for as 1 
now foro, I then ſhall reap. 8 
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It becomes us to think again and again, that 
our Lives are ſhort, our Souls are precious, our 
Work is great, and much of it undone ; Time 
haſtens away apace, and much is already loſt; Hell 
iz terrible, Heaven is glorious, God is juſt, and 
whatſoever muſt be done for our Souls muſt be 
done now, or never: Being in this Caſe, I have 
no Time to throw away on Stage- Plays, Cards, 
or idle uſeleſs Diverſion : Let him employ him- 
ſelf in them who hath no Work to do, no Soul 
to get into a prepared Frame for Death, and 
Judgment, and Heaven: For my Part I have 
none to ſpare, He that lives by Faith, ſees Hea- 
ven open all the Way before him, and that cools 
his Appetite to ſenſual Sports and Pleaſures. O 
precious Time] How fearful am I, leſt thou 
ſhouldſt be gone before my Faith be ſtrengthned, 
my Hope confirmed, my Love to (30d increaſed, 
and my Preparation made for Death and Judg- 
ment? I cannot think what Hearts are in thoſe 
Men that can ſee Time paſſing, Death coming, 
God preſent, Judgment and Eternity at Hand, 
yet fit heedleſly at Dice or Cards, or idle Re- 
creations, as if they had nothing elſe to do with 
their Time ! needful lawful Recreations are not 
to be condemned, ſuch as fit us for the Duty 
of our Calling, as Whetting doth the Mower's 
Sithe : But wo to them who caſt away ſo ſhort 
and precious Time in Fooleries and Idleneſs, ſince 
this is all they will have to prepare in for their 
everlaſting State. ITow ſhould our Time be va- 
lued and employ'd, ſince a Minute of it can 
never be recalled, and we have important Buſi- 
neſs for each Moment : Certainly that Man is not 
well in his Wits, or knows nothing of God, 

his 
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his End, his Work, or his Danger; who hath 
Time that lies as a Burden upon his Hands: 
Therefore Time muſt be ſpent as thoſe that look 


upon themſelves as paſſing into Eternity, where 
every Minute muſt be accounted for, and it muſt 


go with us as we have liv'd, Let us ſee our Glaſs 
running, and keep a Reckoning of the Expence 
of Time, and ſpend it as you will wiſh you had 
done upon a Review when it is gone, Methinks 
I foreſee my dying Hour, my Friends mourn- 
fully waiting to do me the laſt kind Office, O 
how doth it | put Life into my Duty, and quicken 
me in my Way, when I ſee its End ſo near! 

VI. I believe I have a Soul of an immortal Na- 
ture, of more Wirth than Ten Thouſand Worlds, 
which is in great Danger of being loſt through the 
Temptations of the Devil, the World and the Fleſh; 
which therefore I ought to watch, and ſtrive, and 
pray againſt, 

Our Souls are ſpiritual, vital Subſtances, en- 
dowed with Underſtanding, Will, and 'various 
Affections, created with an Inclination to the 
Body, and infuſed into us by God, by whom, 
and for whom, they were made capable of endleſs 
Happineſs or Miſery ; and accordingly, at Death 
will be ſentenced to one or the other. Nothing 
is more worthy of my greateſt Pains and Labour 
than my precious Soul, and the ſeeking after the 
pleaſing God, and ſaving it, To over-value 
preſent mortal Things that bear Relation to the 
Body, and under-v: alue my Soul, or ſlight its 
Concerns, is as if I ſhould feed my Dos and 
ſtarve my Child. Its great Worth appears, in 
that it will never have an End, but laſt as long 
as God will lift; in that it's capable of Com- 


munion 
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munion with God here, and everlaſting Commu- 
nion with him in Glory; in the Price that was 
paid for its Redemption, even no leſs than the 
Blood of our Lord Jeſus. The Diligence, and 
Watchfulneſs, and Stratagems of Satan to deſtroy 
it. He lies in Ambuſh at every Place, State and 
Condition, Going about like a roaring Lion ſeek< 
ing to deſtrey it, Theſe Conſiderations ſhew its 
Worth and Value, and ſhould urge us to make 
its Salvation our Buſineſs, and the Care of our 
Lives. We ſhould hazard all before it, becauſe 
the Loſs of it is irreparable. Let us not debaſe 
our Souls by living like Beaſts, below their ex- 
cellent Nature and End, nor endanger them by 
living in Sin, Ah! how many are there that 
have a thouſand Thoughts about their dying Bo- 
dies, for one that they. have about their immortal 
Souls ; as if it was a Thing that nothing con- 
cerned them ; but ſurely every wiſe Man will be 
taking Care to provide ſomething that will laſt as 
long as his Soul laſts, and be an Happineſs to it, 
and endeavour to avoid eternal Miſer 

VII. I believe I muſt die: That my Soul and 
Body will be parted ; and that my Body will re- 
turn io Duſt and Rottenneſi, and my Spirit to him 
that gave it: That the laſt Flour wiil come quich- 
y; and that every Stroke of my Pulſe tells me my 
Days are numbered, and that I muſt ſhortly go to 
my long Home, 

To die is one of the moſt weighty and ſerious 
Things that ever Creatures went about; and 
Death is ſo terrible to ſome, tbat they cannot 
bear the mention of its Nam? before them. Se- 
veral Things concur to make it frightful to moit : 
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1. What goes before; ſtrong Pains, Conflicts 
and Agonies, which have been ſo great, that 
they have made the Bed on which the dying Per- 
fon lay to ſhake, 

2. Its Office, and the Work it comes about; 
which is to transfer us into another World, 
Hence it is ſet forth, Rev. 6.8. by a pale Horſe : 
An Horſe, for its Uſe and Office, to carry you 
away hence into the upper or lower World; and 
a pale Horſe for its Ghaſtlineſs and Terrors. 

3. But above all, it is terrible in regard of its 
Conſequences : For it is the Door of Eternity, 
the parting Point between this World and that 
which is to come, the utmoſt Line and Boundary 
of all temporal Things. Ah! what a ſudden and 
{trange Alteration doth it make in Men's Con- 
ditions, to be ſnatched from among Houſes and 
Lands, Friends, Honours and Delights, and to 
be hurried in a Moment into the Land of Dark- 
neſs, and there to be cloathed with Flames, and 
to drink the pure Wrath of the Almighty for e— 
ver! It is the moſt awful and important Concern 
of Life to get ready for this Change: And con- 
ſidering the Shortneſs and Uncertainty of our 
Time, we have none to loſe or ſquander away. 
We have many Sins to repent of, many Graces to 
obtain, Temptations to reſiſt, Duties to perform : 
Our Guilt muſt be removed, our Hearts puri- 
fied, the Image of God impreſſed on us, and all 
our Corruptions mortified. So then to be read 
for Death is our Intereſt, and will be our Com- 
fort: If we conſider further, that if we are fit 
for that, we are fit for any thing, How will 
all our Wealth, Honour and Sport leave us at a 


dying Hour! With what dejected Minds will 


Un- 
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cts unwelcome Death be entertained by us! With 
hat | what Sorrow will our Reviews of our Paſt Lives 
er- fill us, if we are ſurprized unready ? It was the 

Saying of a young Perſon on his Death Bed, 

t 3 Muſt I die, muſt I die! then I wiſh I had never 
Id. been born, Another in the ſame Circumſtance 
25 crv'd out, Oh, hv am I decerved! Oh, that 
ou I had thought of this Sorrow ! Oh, rhat I had 
1d my Time again] How mad was I to lead ſo ſinful 
| and wicked a Life ! M bat will become of my 
ts miſerable Soul ! Would God but try me once again, 
55 TI would be a New Man, I would live a Ne 
it Life; I would never do as 1 have dane. Now, 
* that we may not conclude our Lives with ſuch 
d diſmal fruitleſs Moans, let us often put our 
— ſelves, by ſerious Meditations, in dying Circum- 
] ſtances, Let us ſuppoſe we felt Death tear ing 
J our Heart-ſtrings to ſeparate both Body and Soul, 
. and we lay panting and gaſping for Breath, and 
| felt the Effects of Death in every Part, and 
were lodged in the ſilent Grave; what Thoughts 
then ſhould we entertain of Sin and Holineſs, of 
this World and the other; let us, as we value our 
Souls, and the Favour of God, and our own Com- 
fort, living and dying, fee to it, that we live as at 
Death we are ſure we ſhall with we had done. 
| VIII. I believe, that after Death there wil be 
| a Judgment, where I mult give an Accor: of all 
that I have done in the Body, and rec a Sen- 
tence 2 which there is no Appeal, and after 
which there will be no Alteration, 

Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt wil! be Hat Judge, and 
will come in his Glory, with Stunts and Angels, 
in flaming Fire, To tate dance in them that 
know not God, and obev net the Goſpel, We 

may 


L 30 ] 
may ſay of it, conſidering the different Sentences 
to be pronounced, O bleſſed, O doleful Day ! 
moſt doleful to ſome, the moſt blefled that ever 
came to others, 

Who can tell the Sorrows, or the Joys of it ? 
We ſhould be often thinking what Account we can 
give of what we have been doing i in the Body, and 
of our Talents, Time, Means of Grace and Mer- 
cies, How ſhall we bear the Judge's Voice, and 
the eternal Sentence which he ſhall pronounce ? 
Oh! ſurely they are ſtupid ſenſeleſs Souls that for- 
get that Day, and will not remember that the Lord 
is coming to judge the World in Righteouſneſs ! 
Let us then imitate Holy Ferome, who thought 
which way ſocver he went he heard the Trumpets 
ſound, and the Voice of the Arch- Angel calling, 
Ar iſe, ye Dead, and come to Fudoment, It we pre- 
pare not, we hall be ſpeechleſs and cut to the Heart, 
to hcar Cnriſt ſaving to us, Remember I did oe 
Day ſend you a Me age of Peace, and you world 
not hear it; I flroped to heſcech you to return, and 
you would not regard; I beſought you by the tender 
Mercies of my Father, by all the Love I had ſheton 
in my Sufferings of all Sorts, by the Riches of my 
Grace, by the Offers of my Glory; and I could not 
get thee to forſate the IForld, or to deny thy ſelf, or 
to leave one beloved Sin, * waited on you many a 
Day and Year, and yet you would not conſider But 
now it is too late : Depart from me, thou ob/tinate 
mexcuſable order of Iniquity into everlaſting Fire. 

IX. I believe I ſhall be fixed in an ciara State 
of Happineſs or Miſery ; that I jhall be either a 
Companion of Angels and holy Seals: m adoring, 

praiſing and admiring God, or a Companion of De- 
vils and damned Spirits in Torment and Deſtair, 
Eternity 


es 
* [ 
er 
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Eternity is a conſtant Continuance of Perſons 
and Things in one and the ſame State and Con- 


dition for ever, without any Poſſibility of Change, 


ſo that it will be to all either a perpetual Day or 
Night, which will not be meaſured by Hours, nor 


will be diminiſhed ; for when ten "Thouſands of 


Years are gone, there will not be a Minute leſs. 
If we come to Heaven, there we ſhal! become 
Pillars, and ſhall go forth no more, If we fall 
into Hell, there will be no Redemption thence, 
for the Smoke of our Torment ſhall aſcend for 
ever and ever, The poor Soul that is confined 
there, will rack himſelf with ſuch tormenting 
Thoughts as theſe: In yonder World I might 
have had Life, but would not ; and now how fain 
would I have Death, but cannot]! How quick 
were my Sins in the Execution, and how long is 
their Puniſhment in Duration! How ſhall I dwell 
with everlaſting Burnings ! Oh, that God would 
vouchſafe me one Trial more; but it is too late! 


If we are but one Night under racking Pain, how 


tedious doth it ſeem: How do we reckon the 


Time, and wiih for Day: Hove much more ma 

ſuch Wretches wiſh in vain for Relief ? If we are 
ſincere, we live; it we diſobey, we die; Eternity 
is at once the accompliſhed Perfection of the Hap- 
pineſs of the Saints, and the moſt remarkable Ac- 
ceſſion to the Torments of the Damned; yet E- 
ternity is nothing with moſt in Compariſon with 
Time. A Wretch that is condemned to die to 


Morrow cannot forget it; and yet poor Sinners 


that are continually uncertain to live an Hour, 
and certain ſpeedily to ſee the Majeſty of the 
Lord, to their inconceivable Joy or Terror, as 
{ure as they now live on Earth, can forget thoſe 


Things 


a 
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of this World, as the Report of a Cannon doth a 


Whiſper, or as the Sun obſcures the pooreſt Glow= 


worm. O wonderful Folly and Diſtractedneſs of 
the Ungodly ! that ever Man can forget eternal 
Toy, eternal Wo, the eternal God, and the 
Place of their eternal unchangeable Aboad, when 
they ſtand even at the Door, and there i is but 
this thin Veil of Fleſh between them and that 
amazing Sight, that eternal Gulph which they 
are ready to ſtep i into | 

X. / believe it ſhould be the great Care and 
chief Buſineſs of my Life, to anſwer the End for 
which I was made; to prepare for my Death which 
is ſure, and may be near; and for that rict im- 
partial final Fudgment, and for that awful, eter- 
nal, unchangeable State that will follow ; and that 
it 1s my Part, Duty and Intereſt, to Ave as they 
that truly believe what I here profeſs to do. 

It is reported of an ancient Father, that being 
invited to dine with a great Perſon, he obſerved 
that the Lady of the Houſe ſpent three Hours in 
dreſſing herſelf, When ſhe came to Dinner, ex- 
pecting nothing but Mirth, he fell a weeping. 
Being aſked the "Cauſe, he turned to her and ſaid, 
I weep to ſee that you have been three Hours in 
trimming your ſelf, and indulging your Pride, and 
fo ruining your Soul; and yet I never ſpent ſo 
many Hours together to ſave my Soul ſince I was 
barn, So when we ſee Perſons unwearied in the 


Ways of Sin, ſitting up whole Nights at their 
Diverſion, and indulging their Luſts, may not we 
weep and ſay, theſe ſpend more Time, and take 
more Pains to go to Hell, than I ſpend in going 
to 


Things for which they have a Memory, ang | 
which one would think ſhould drown the Matters 


to God in my Cloſet, and preparing for my 
eternal State. 


glorified by me? When did I do any thing with 
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Let us often be aſking ourſelves, 
What was I made for? Wherein has God been 


an Aim to pleaſe him? Doth not my Life ſadly 
contradi& my Profeſſion? What manner of Perſon 
would that Man be, in all holy Converſation and 
Godlineſs, who truly believing that all theſe 
Things ſhall be diſſolved, doth earneſtly look for 
the Coming of Chriſt, and the bleſſed Conſequences 
of it? O what a Life would that Man live ! what 
Prayers, what Praiſes, what holy Diſcourſe would 
employ his Tongue | With what Abhorrence would 
he reject the Baits of Siri, who did but ſee, but 
once ſee thoſe future Things which every Chri- 
ſian profeſſes to believe! how contemptibly would 
he think and ſpeak of the Pleaſures and Sufferings 


of this Life! What ſerious Defires, and Labours, 


and Joys, would ſuch a Sight procure ! I often 
think what an Atheiſt anſwered one that aſked 
him, How he could quiet his Conſcience in ſo deſ= 
perate an Eſtate? Said he, I wonder how you 
can quiet yours in ſuch a common careleſs Courſe 
of Life, believing as you do, If believed ſuch 
Things as you do, 1 thould think no Care or Dili- 
gence for Heaven would be enough, Let us there- 
fore conſider the End for which we were made, 
and turn not thoſe Powers which God gave us 
againſt him, which we have by our Baptiſmal 
Vow given him, If we do, how ſhall we an- 
ſwer ſuch treacherous Dealings ? 

Let us thetefore read theſe Ten Heads over 
and over again, that ſo they may fink into our 
Souls, O, Sirs! conſider again and again as dy- 


ing Creatures, whether any deſerve your Love and 
Obedicncs 
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and Diligence more than your Salvation. Is any 
Happineſs more deſirable than Heaven? or an 

Miſery more terrible than Hell? Will a few 
fleſhly Pleaſures pay the Loſs of your Soul? Or will 
thy proſperous Wickedneſs be ſweet at Death, 

or at the Day of Judgment ? As thou art a Man, 
and as ever thou believeſt there is a God, and a 
future World, and as thou careſt for thy Soul, 

whether it be ſaved or damned, I beſeech thee 
think of theſe Things at leaſt once a Day, in the 
moſt ſober, ſerious Manner : 
Salvation or Damnation : Teach thy Children and 
Servants theſe Ten Heads, and impreſs them upon 
their Minds daily, as Matters of the greateſt Im- 
portance, Thoſe that are ignorant of, or forget 
theſe Things may be merrier for the preſent ; 
but where is their Mirth when they lic a dying ? 
Alas! it is poor Happineſs that conſiſts in the Ig- 
norance or Forgetfulneſs of approaching Miſery, 


They that are Lovers of Pleaſures, or any thing 


elſe more than God, ſhould conſider what they 
can do for them when God takes them away, or 
gives them a Sting or a Curſe with them, and fo 
turns them into Gall or Wormwood : Can the 
ſupport this tottering Cottage? Can they keep 
thy departing Soul in the Body, or fave it from 
everlaſting Wrath? Will they prove eternal Plea- 
ſures ? Wo to them that have no better a Portion, 
nor greater Comforts than theſe can yield in their 
dying Moments! Act then like a reaſonable Crea- 
ture ; be not deceived, but ſee Things in their 
true Colours, as indeed they are; and be not car- 
ried away with falſe Appearances, 


Eſpecially, 


Make not a Jeſt of 


5 


Obedience more than God, and your thankful Ide 


Remembrance more than Chriſt, and your Care 
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Ẽſpecially, let the Poor, for whom this is chief- 
ul ly deſigned, regard what is ſaid; for how fad will 
re it be to be miſerable in both Worlds? Do you 
® conſider that that is the beſt Condition for you, 
1 which helpeth you beſt to Heaven; and God 
vs _ knoweth beſt what will do you Good or Hurt. 
in II is Rebellion to grudge at the Will of God, 
which muſt diſpoſe of us, and ſhould be our Reſt. 
Lock over the Life of Chriſt, who choſe a Life 
a of Poverty for our Sakes, and had not where to 
IJ. lay his Head: He was not of the Rich and Volup- 
& tuous in the World; and are ye grieved to be 
'- _ conformed to him? Look to all his Apoſtles, ho- 
FF i 3 and Servants; were not they as great 

© Sufferers as you? Conſider the Rich will ſhortly be 
nas poor as you; naked they came into the World, 
and naked they muſt go out; and a little Time 


A makes but little Difference. It is no more Com- 
fort to die rich than poor, but uſually much leſs ; 
2 | becauſe, the more pleaſant the World is to them, 
the more it grieves them to leave it. All Men 
„cry out that the World is Vanity at laſt, How 
g little is it valued by a dying Man? And how 
y 1 ſadly will it caſt him off; the Time is very un- 


certain in which we muſt enjoy it; and we 
have but a few Days more to walk about in it and 
wee are gone. Alas! of how ſmall Concernment 
is it, whether a Man be rich or poor, that is 
ready to ſtep into another World? The Love of 
this World drawing the Heart from God is the 
common Cauſe of Man's Damnation: And is not 
the World more like to be over-valued when it 
entertains you, as a Friend, with Proſperity, 
than when it uſeth you as an Enemy? Are you 
diſpleaſed that God thus helpeth to ſave you _ 
le 
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the moſt damning Sin, and that he makes not . 

your Way more dangerous? Vou little know * 

the Troubles of the Rich: He that hath much, 

hath much to do with it, and much to care for, 

and many Perſons to deal with, and more Vexa- | _/ 

tions than you imagine, It is but the Fleſh that } 

} ſuffers ; and it furthers your Mortification of it. 
You pray but for your daily Bread, and therefore 

| ſhouid be contented with it. Is not Gol, 

and Chriſt, and Heaven enough for you ? Should 


| that Man be diſcontented that hopes to live inHea- V 
| ven? Is it not your Luſt, rather than your well- | te 
b reformed Reaſon that repineth ? The greater your d 
1 corporal Wants are, the more ſenſible you ſhould 4 
fi be of your ſpiritual Wants, and more earneſt for I 
| ſpiritual Bleſſings: If an hungry, cold, and naked | © 
| Body be ſo great a Calamity, how much greater 
} i: a awlty, graceleſs Soul, a dead or diſcaſed } 1 
1 Heart? If bodily Food or Neceſſaries are ſo de= | ® 
; ſirable, Oh how deſirable is Chriſt and his Spirit, | 

| the Love of God, and Life eternal! Think them t 


to be ſo, and accordingly ſeek after them. 
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A Serious Exhortation to im- 
prove Time. 


Value Time before it is gone] Uſe it be- 

fore it js taken from you ; diſpatch the 
Work that you were made for; repent, and turn 
to God unfeignedly ; prepare for Death without 
delay; Time will not ſtay ; nor will it ever be 
recovered, Were it not that it would ſwell this 
Freatiſe too much, I would eſpecially preſs this 
on all the following Sorts of People : 

I. Thole that are young, who have yet the 
Power of their Time to uſe, that they caſt it not 
away on childiſh Vanity or Luſts. 

2. Thoſe that have loſt much Time already, 
that they ſhew the Sincerity of their Repentance 
by redeeming the reſt and loſing no more. 

Thoſe that are yet ignorant, ungodly, and 
unprepared for Death and the World to come : 
Oh! what need haye they to make Haſte, and 
quickly get into a ſafer State, before their Time 
beat an End. 

4. Thoſe that in Sickneſsreſolved and promiſed, 
if God would recover thein, to redeem their Time. 

5. The Weak and Aged, whom Nature and 
Sickneſs do call upon to make haſte. 

6. The Poor and Servants, whoſe Opportuni- 
ties for ſpiritual Means are ſcant, and therefore 
have nced to take them when they may, eſpe- 
cially on the Lord's Day. 

7. Thois 
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Time till you muſt leave it. 
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7. Thoſe that live under excellent Helps and 
Advant-ges for their Souls; which, if they ne- 
glect, they may never have again. And, 

8. Thoſe that by Office or Power have ſpe- 
cial Opportunities to do good. 

All theſe have a double Obligation to redeem 
their Time. 

I ſhall only add this one Requeſt to ſportful 
Youth, to ſenſual Brutes, to the idle Sort of Gen- 
try, to impenitent Loiterers, to Gameſters, and 
to all that have Time to ſpare, that they will 
ſoberly uſe their Reaſon in the Anſwer of theſe 
following Queſtions, before they procecd to waſte 
the little Time that is remaining as vainly as 
they have done the reſt, And J earneſtly be- 
ſeech them, and require them, as in the Sight 
and hearing of their Judge, that they deny me 
not ſo friendly and reaſonable a Suit. 

Queſt. 1. Do you conſider well the Shortneſs 
and Uncertainty of your Time? You came but 
lately into the World, and it is but a very little 
The Glaſs is turn- 
ed upon you, and it is inceſſantly running. A cer- 
tain Number of Motions your Pulſe muſt beat, and 
beyond that Number it ſhall not be permitted to 
ſtrike another Stroke. Whatever you are think- 
ing, or ſaying, or doing, you are poſting on to your 
final State; and O, how quickly will you be 
there? Suppoſe you had ſeventy Years tolive, how 
ſoon will they be gone ; but you are not ſure of 
another Hour. Look back onall your Timethatis 
paſt, and tell whether it made not haſte? And 
that which is to come will be as haſty. Will not 
the tolling of the Bell inſtruct you? Will not 
Graves and Bones and Duſt inſtruct you? While 


many 
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many are crowding into another World, will 
Conſcience permit you to be idle? Doth it not tell 
on what you have to do, and call upon you to 
diſpatch it? Can you play away your Time, and 
idleitaway whilſt the Bell is tolling, whilſt the Sick 
are groaning, whilſt every Breath and Pulſe is tel- 
ling you that you are haſtening to your End? Do 
you conſider what a Wonder of Providence it is 
that all your Humours, Parts, and Organs, that 
ſo many Arteries, Nerves, and Veins ſhould be 
kept in order one Year to an end? If you have 
no Pains or Sickneſs to admoniſh you, do you 
not know what a frail thing is Fleſh ? Which as 
the Flower fadeth, doth haſton to Corruption and 
to Duſt. How ſhort is your abode in your preſent 
Dwelling like to be, in compariſon of your abode 
in Duſt and Darkneſs ? And can you ſpare Time 
now to waſte ſo many Hours in the adorn.ng, 
the eaſing and the pampering of ſuch a Lump of 
Rottenneſs, and forget the Part that lives for ever? 
Muſt you ſtay on Earth ſo ſhort a Time, and 
have you any of this little Time to ſpare? Yea, 
ſo much as you daily waſte in Idleneſs, Play and 
vain Curioſity. 
Duet. 2. Do you ſoberly conſider what Work 
you have for all your Time, and on how im- 
portant a Buſineſs you came into the Worid ? 
Believe it, O Man and Woman! it is to do all 
that ever muſt be done to prepare for an ever- 
laſting Life, endleſs Joy or Miſery is the certain 
Reward and Conſequence of your ſpending of your 
preſent Time. Oh! that God would open your 
Eyes, to ſee how much you have to do, in order 
to your latter End: You have ignorant Minds 
which muſt be inſtructed ; and Knowledge is not 
eaſily 
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eaſily and quickly got. The poor Miniſtersof Chriſt 
can tell you, that they, with many Vears Labour, 
can ſcarce bring one half of a Pariſh to underſtand 
the very Principles of the Chriftian Religion. 
You have Souls depraved by Sin, turned from God, 
and enſlaved to the World and Flefh ; and theſe 
muſt be renewed and regenerated, You muſt have 
a new and holy Nature, that you may livea new 
and holy Life. How many falſe Opinions have 
you to be untaught ? How many weighty Leſſons 
tolearn? How many powerful Corruptions to be 
mortified ? How many Temptations to be over- 
come? How many Graces to be obtained, and 
then to be exercifed and ſtrengthned, and pre- 
ſerved? Is it eaſy to get a ſolid Faith, a tendet 
Heart, a faithful Conſcience, a fervent Deſire and 
Love to God, a quieting Confidence and Truſt, 
a well guided Zeal and preſerving Fear, an abſo- 
lute Reſignation, Self-denial and Obedience, a 
Hatred of all Sin, a Love to Holineſs, a Fitneſs 
and Ability for every Duty, a Love to our Neigh- 
bour as our ſelves, a true Love to our Enemies, 
a Contentedneſs with our Condition, a Readineſs 
and joyful Willingneſs to die, a Certainty of the 
Pardon of all our Sins, and our Title to eternal 
Happineſs, a Longing after the Coming of Chriſt, 
a publick Spirit, wholly devoted to the common 
Good ? Is it nothing to do all that which you 
have to do in Meditation, in Self-Examination, 
in Prayer, in educating Children, in teaching and 
governing your Families, in all Duties of your 
other Relations, to Superiors, to Inferiors, to 
Equals, to Neighbours, to Enemies, to All ? Is 
it nothing to order and govern your Hearts, your 
Thoughts, your Paſſions, your Tongues ! 2 

irs? 
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Sirs ! have you all chis to do, and yet can you 
have time to ſlug, and game, and play, and fool 
away your Time? If a poor Man had but fix 
Pence in his Purſe to buy Bread for himſelf and 
Family, and would give a Groat of. it to ſee a 
Puppet-Play, and then diſpute that Puppet-Plays 
are lawful ; how would you judge of his Un- 
derſtanding, and his Practices? Oh, how much 
worſe is it in you, as the Caſe is more weighty, 
when you have but a little uncertain Time to 
do ſo much, and ſo great, ſo neceſſary Work in, 
to leave it almoſt all undone, and throw away 
that Time on Cards and Plays, Senſuality and 
Idleneſs ! I fay, Time is a moſt precious Thing, 
more precious than Gold, or Jewels, or fine 
Cloaths; and he is incomparably more fooliſh 
that throws away his Time, than he that throws 
away his Gold, or trampleth his Cloaths or Or- 
naments in the Dirt, This, this is fooliſh per- 
nicious Prodigality, _ 

Quell. 3. Have you deeply conſidered that e- 
verlaſting Duration, which all your Time is given 
you to prepare for? Doth it not awaken and a- 

maze thy Soul to think what it is to be for ever, 
I fay, for ever in Joy or Miſery, in Heaven or 
Hell One of theſe will certainly and ſhortly be 
thy Portion, whatever Unbelief may ſay againſt 
it. Oh, what Heart hath that ſtupify'd Sinner, 
that can idle away that Time which is allotted 
him to prepare for his everlaſting State? That 
knoweth he ſhall have but this haſty Life, to 
win, or loſe eternal Glory in, and can play it 

away as if he had nothing to do with it, and 
Heaven or Hell were indifferent to him, or 
were but inſignificant Words. 


E Queſt. 
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Ouft, 4. What maketh you ſo loth to die, 
if Time be of no more Worth than to caſt away 
unprofitably? The Worth of Time, is for the 
Work that is to be done in Time, Toa Man in 
a Palſy; an Apoplexy, a Madneſs, that cannot 
make uſe of it, it is little worth, If you were ſick, 
and like to die this Night, would you not pray 
that you might live a little longer? I beſeech 

ell me, or tell your Conſciences, how would 
you form ſuch a Prayer to God for yo Recovery 
if you were now ſick? Would you ſay, Lord, 
Give me a little more Time to play at Cards in; 
bet me have a few more Masks and Plays ; let 
me have a little Time more to pleaſe my Fleſh 

in Idleneſs and Feaſtings, and the 1 aoy of 
Forldlineſs and Pride? Did you ever find ſuch 
a Prayer in any Prayer-Book ? Would you not 
rather ſay, Lord vouchſafe me a little more Time 
10 repent of all my Loſs of Time, and to make 
mn Calling and Election ſure? And will you 

2 live ſo contrary to your Prayers, to Con- 
ſcience, and to reaſon itſelf ? 

Quest. 5. Is the Work that you were made for 
hitherto well done? Are you regenerate and re- 
newed to the beavenly Nature? Are you ſtrong 
and eſtabliſhed in Grace? Have you made ſure 
of Pardon and Salvation? Are your Hearts in 
Heaven, and is your daily Converſation there? 
And are you ready, with well grounded Hope 
and Peace to welcome Death, and appear in Judg- 
ment? If all this were done, you had yet no 


Excuſe for idling away one Day or Hou, becauſe 


there is more Work to do, as long you have 
Time todoit, (And if this was dane you would 


* cheat not your Souls by wilful Self-deceit: 
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have that within you which would not ſuffer you 
to caſt away your Time.) But for thoſe Men and 
Women to be paſſing away Time in Sloth and 
Vanity, who are utterly behind-hand, and have 
loſt the moſt of their Lives already, and are yet 
unregenerate, and Strangers to a new and heavenly 
Life, being unpardoned, and under the Power and 
Guilt of Sin, and unready to die, and ſhall certaine 
ly be for ever loſt if they die before that Grace 
renew them; I ſay again, for ſuch as thoſe to be 
ſporting away their Time in a Practice which 
fully juſtifieth the holy Scriptures, when they call 

ſuch Perſons Fools, and ſuch as have no Under- 


ſtanding unleſs it be to do Evil, and ſucceſsfully 


deſtroy themſelves ! Oh, what madneſs is this 
Queſt 6, Do you think if you neglect and 
loſe your Time, that ever you ſhall come again 
into this World to ſpend it better? If you idle 
away this Life, will God ever give you another 
Trial? If you do not your Work well, ſhall you 
ever come again to mend it? Oh! no, no, Sirs! 


there is no Hope of this; act this Part well, for - 


as you do it, you muſt ſpeed for ever, There is 
no coming back to correct your Errors; and yet 
have you Time to ſpare on Vanity? 

Queſt 7. Do you mark what dying Men ſay of 
Time, and how they value it, unleſs they be Blocks 
that are paſt feeling ? How ordinarily do Good 
and Bad then wiſh they had ſpent Time better, 
and cry out, Oh that it were to ſpend again ! Then 
they are promiſing, Oh ! F it were to do again, 
we ſhould ſpend that Time in heavenly Lives, and 
fruitful Obedience, which we ſpent in Idleneſs and 
Fi un ſenſual Delights. 

hen they cry, : 
568 T 2. O that 
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O that God would renew our Time, and once 
more try how we ſhould ſpend it ! Alas, Sirs! 
Why ſhould wiſe Men ſo much differ in Health 
and Sickneſs ? Why ſhould that Time be vilified 
now, which will ſeem ſo precious then ? 

Queſt. 8. How think you the Miſerable Souls 
in Hell would value Time, if they were again 
ſent hither, and tried with it again on the Terms 
that we are? Would they feaſt it away, and play 
it away as you do now? and then ſay, Are not 
Plays and Cards and Feaſtings lauful? Every 
Fool will be wiſe too late, Mat. RV. 3, 8, 11. 
Bethink you what their Experience teacheth them, 
and let Warning make you wiſe more ſeaſonably, 
and at a cheaper Rate. | | 

Queſt. ꝙ Do you believe that you muſt give an 
Account of your Time ? And that you muſt look 
back from Eternity on the Time which you now 
ſpend? If you do, what Account will then be 
moſt comfortable to you? Had you not rather 
then find upon your Accounts, that all your 
Hours have been ſpent to the beſt Advantage of 
your Souls, than that abundance of them have been 
caſt away on fruitleſs Toys? Will you not have 
more Comfort then in the Hours which you ſpent 
in Heart-ſearching and Heart-reforming, and 
learning and practiſing the Word of God, than 
in thoſe which you ſpent in needleſs Sports, Cu- 
riofity or Idleneſs ? Do now as you will then wiſh 
you had done. 

Queſt. 10. How do you now wiſh you had 
ſpent the Time which is already paſt ? Had you 
not rather that it had been ſpent in fruitful Holi- 
neſs and good Works, than in Idleneſs and fleſhly 
Pleaſures? If not, you have not ſo much as a 
phadow 
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4 
Shadow of Repentance, and therefore can have 
no juſt Conceit that you are forgiven : If yea, 
then why will you do that for the Time to come, 
which you'll wiſh for the 'Time to come, you had 
never done,and thereby ſhew that your Repentance 
is hypocritical, and will not procure the Pardon of 
your Sins: For as far as any Man truly repenteth 
of his Errors, he is reſolved not to do the like, if 
it were to do again under the ſame Temptations, 

Queſt. 11, Do you know who attends you 

while you are loitering away your Time? I have 
elſewhere told you, that the Patience and Mer 
of God is waiting on you; that Chriſt is offering 
you his Grace, and the holy Spirit moving you to 
2 wiſer, abetter Courſe ; the Sun and Moon, and 
all the Creatures here on Earth, are offering you 
their Service, beſides Miniſters, and all other 
Helpers of your Salvation ; and muſt all theſe wait 
upon you While you ſerve the Fleſh and vilify 
your Time, and live as for nothing? 
Quneſt. 12. Do you conſider what you loſe in 
the Loſs of Time? That Time which you are 
gaming or idling away, you might have ſpent in 
entertaining gracious and heavenly Converſe, in ho- 
ly Pleaſures, in making your Salvation ſure, And 
all this you loſe in your Loſs of Time; which 
all your Sports will never compenſate. 

Queſt. 13. Is the Devil idle while you are idle? 
Night and Day he is ſeeking to devour you : And 
will you, like the filly Bird, fit chirping and 
ſinging in your wanton Pleaſures, while the De- 
vil watches to Deſtroy you? If you ſaw but 
how buſy he is about you, and for what, you 
would be buſier yourſelves for your own Preſer- 


vation, and Jeſs buſy in doing nothing than you 
are. Queſt. 
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4 Quest. 14. Do you really take Chriſt and his Li 
= Apoſtles and Saints, to be the fitteſt Patterns for wh 
the ſpending of your Time? if you do not, why an 
do you uſurp the Name of Chriſtian ? Is he a the 
Chriſtian, who would not live like a Chriſtian ? ma 
or that taketh not Chriſt for his Maſter or Exam- Di 
ple? But if you ſay yea, I pray you then tell us W 
how much Time Chriſt or any of his Apoſtles 
did ſpend at Cards, or Dice, or Stage Plays? gre 
How much in Curioſity about dreſſing or ſu- fo 
oma Ornaments, and about unneceſſary we 
omp? How much in Sluggiſhneſs, Idleneſs, th 
and vain Diſcourſe? Or how much in furniſhing thi 
their Bodies with Attendants, their Habitations C: 
with Splendor and vain Glory? Did they waſte th 
To much of the Day in Nothings and Need - nots U 
as our flothful ſenſual Gentry do? Or did they to 
not rather ſpend their Time in holy Living and } m 
fervent Praying, and in doing all they could for 
the Souls and Bodies of all about them, and in the 2 
Labours of a lawful bodily Employment? Write re 
aſter this Copy rather than that which is ſet by th 
the ſenſual Fools of the World, if you make an fo 
Account of God's Acceptance, Do as the Saints hy 
did, it you would ſpeed as they; or elſe, for 1 
Shame, never honour their Names and Memorials J 
to your own Condemnation. If you will ſpend 8 
your Time as the Fleſh and the World teach you, a 
rather than as Chriſt taught you, you muſt look b 
for your Payment from the Fleſh and the World. WW 
And why then in your Baptiſm did you renounce 7 
them, and vow to follow Chrift ? Be not deceived, 1 
God is not macked ; for whatſoever a Man ſoweth 5 
that ſhall he alſo reap: For he that ſoweth to the 6 


Fleſh ſhall of the Fliſh reap Corruption; * | 
| that 1 
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that ſoweth to the Spirit, ſhall of the Spirit rat 
Life everlaſting, Gal. vi. 7, 8. Bethink you 
what the Reaſon was that the antient Fathers 
and Churches ſo much condemned the going to 
the Spectacles of Theatres ; and why the Canons 
made it ſuch a Crime for a Miniſter to play at 
Dice. (Read Dr. J. Reynolds, his Cloud of 
Witneſſes of all Sorts againſt Stage Plays.) 

The Lord proſper our Preparation for our 
great approaching Change]! To leave this World 


for ever, and enter upon an endleſs Lite, where 


we ſhall ſpeed according to the Vreparations of 
this little Inch of Time, doth certainly beſpeak 
the moſt ſerious Thoughts, the wiſeſt and ſpecdieſt 
Care and Diligence, the moſt patient Suffering, 


the moſt unwearied Labour, the moſt frugal. 
Uſe of our Time, the moſt reſolute Reſiſtance 


to all Temptations; and to the Faithful, the 
moſt joyful Hopes. 

Reader, If thou think this Counſel or Vepre- 
henſion too preciſe or ſtrict, grant me but this 
reaſonable Requeſt, and I have my End : Live in 
the World, but with a Soul that is awake, that 
ſoberly conſidereth what haſte Time maketh, and 
how guickly thy Glaſs will be run out, how faſt 
Death is coming, and how ſoon it will be with thee, 
What a Wark it is to get a carnal unprepared 
Soul to be renewed and made Holy, and fitted for 
another World? IVhat a terrible Thing it will 
be to lie on a Death-Red with a guilty Conſcience, 
unready to die, and utterly unceriain whither thou 
muſt next go, and where thou muſt abide for ever ! 
Foreſee but what Uſe of thy preſent Time will 
be moſt pleaſing or diſpleaſing to thy Thoughts 
at laſt, and ſpend it now but as then wilt _ 

0 


WIN 
IM, 


— — 


L460 122 


ö Jueſt. 14. Do you really take Chriſt and his Li 
Apoſtles and Saints, to be the fitteſt Patterns for wh 
the ſpending of your Time? if you do not, why an 
do you uſurp the Name of Chriſtian ? Is he a the 
Chriſtian, who would not live like a Chriſtian ? ma 
or that taketh not Chriſt for his Maſter or Exam- Di 
ple? But if you ſay yea, I pray you then tell us W 
how much Time Chriſt or any of his Apoſtles 
did ſpend at Cards, or Dice, or Stage Plays? gr 
How much in Curioſity about dreſſing or ſu- fo! 
_— Ornaments, and about unneceſſary W. 
omp? How much in Sluggiſhneſs, Idleneſs, th 
and vain Diſcourſe? Or how much in furniſhing th 
their Bodies with Attendants, their Habitations C 
with Splendor and vain Glory ? Did they waſte th 
To much of the Day in Nothings and Need-nots U 
as our flothful ſenſual Gentry do? Or did they to 
not rather ſpend their Time in holy Living and m 
fervent Praying, and in doing all they could for 
the Souls and Bodies of all about them, and in the h 


Labours of a lawful bodily Employment? Write 
aſter this Copy rather than that which is ſet by 
the ſenſual Fools of the World, if you make an 
Account of God's Acceptance, Do as the Saints 
did, it you would ſpeed as they; or elſe, for 
Shame, never honour their Names and Memorials 
to your own Condemnation, If you will ſpend 
your Time as the Fleſh and the World teach you, 
rather than as Chriſt taught you, you muſt look 
for your Payment from the Fleſh and the World. 
And why then in your Baptiſm did you renounce 
them, and vow to follow Chrift ? Be not deceived, 
Ged is not mocked ; for whatſoever a Man ſoweth 
that ſhall he alſo reap: For he that ſoweth to the | 
Fleſh ſhall of the Heſb reap Corruption; * 

that 
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that ſoweth to the Spirit, ſhall of the Spirit reap. 
Life everlaſting, Gal. vi. 7, 8. Bethink you. 
what the Reaſon was that the antient Fathers 
and Churches ſo much condemned the going to 
the Spectacles of Theatres ; and why the Canons 
made it ſuch a Crime for a Miniſter to play at 
Dice, (Read Dr. F. Reynolds, his Cloud of 
Witneſſes of all Sorts againſt Stage Plays.) 

The Lord proſper our Preparation for our 
great approaching Change ! To leave this World 
for ever, and enter upon an endleſs Lite, where 
we ſhall ſpeed according to the Yreparations of 
this little Inch of Time, doth certainly beſpeak 
the moſt ſerious Thoughts, the wiſeſt and ſpecdieſt 
Care and Diligence, the moſt patient Suffering, 
the moſt unwearied Labour, the moſt frugal. 
Uſe of our Time, the moſt reſolute Reſiſtance 
to all Temptations; and to the Faithful, the 
moſt joyful Hopes. 

Reader, I thou think this Counſel or Vepre- 
henſton too preciſe or ſtrict, grant me but this 
reaſonable Requeſt, and I have my End : Live in 
the World, but with a Soul that is awake. that 
ſoberly conſidereth what haſte Time maketh, and 
how guickly thy Glaſs will be run out, how faſt 
Death is coming, and how ſoon it will be with thee, 
What a Wark it is to get a carnal unprepared - 
Soul to be renewed and made Holy, and fitted for 
another World? M hat a terrible Thing it will 
be to lie on a Death- Bed with a guilty Conſcience, 
unready to die, and utterly uncertain whither thou 
muſt next go, and where thou muſt abide for ever ! 
Foreſee but what Uſe of thy preſent Time will 
be moſt pleaſing or diſpleaſing to thy Thoughts 
at laſt, and ſpend it now but as then will 2 
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thou hadft ſpent it; and value it but as it is 
walued by all when it is gone: Uſe it but as 
true Reaſon telleth thee will make moſt to thy | 
endleſs Happineſs and is moſt agreeable to the Gf 
| Ends of thy Creation and Redemption, and as © 
| beſeemeth that Man who ſaberly thinketh what & 
it is to be in Heaven or Hell for ever, and to 
have no more but this preſent ſhort uncertain Life 
to decide that Queſtion; (which muſt ſhortly be A 
thy Lot) and to make all the Preparation that 
ever muſt be made for an endleſs Life : I ſay, 
do but thus lay out thy Time, as Reaſon ſhall com- 
mand a reaſonable Creature, and I deſire no more. 1 
T have warned thee in the Words of Truth and. 


Faithfulneſs, The Lord give thee a Heart to take. Chi 
this Warning. | We 
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ractical Catechiſm for 


Famales, 


T is certainly the Duty of Parents to provide, 

not only for the Temporal Good of their 
Children, but more eſpecially for their Eternal 
Welfare, by bringing them up in the Nurture and 
Admonition of the Lord : So likewiſe are Maſters 
and Miſtreſſes bound to teach their Servants, and 
to command them to keep the Way of the Lord, 
the doing of this being one principal Part «f 
giving unto them that which is juſt and equal, 
Reaſon requireth this of Parents and Maſters ; 
the Neceſſities of their Children and Servants loud- 
ly call for it: God, in his Word, expreſly com- 
mandeth it, and will take an Account how it hath 
been performed, A dreadful Account will they 
have to give, who ſhall be found to have ſuffered 
| Ignorance and Vice upon their Families, and. to 


have been the Betrayers and Murderers of their 
Souls. That they may avoid ſo heavy a Doom, 
and be able at laſt to give up their Account with 
Joy, let me adviſe and counſel, let me pray 
and beſeech the Heads of Familles, to take Care 
that all under their Charge do fearn and Conſi- 
der the following Particulars, 

(3 Duel. 


Sam. ii. 30, 
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Queſt. 1. HAT are the five Principals uſe- 
ful and neceſſary to be learned? 
Anſio. 1. That God who is the firſt and beſt, 
ought to be ſerved with the firſt and beſt. 

2. That the Things of the Body and Time, 
are not to be compared with the Things of the 
Soul and Eternity, 

. That is well which ends everlaſtingly well, 
and that ill which ends everlaſtingly ill, 

4. That the Soul is the Man : That is beſt for 
us which is beſt for the Soul : If the Soul is loſt, 
all is loſt, 

5. That the Comfort of Man's Life doth not 
conſiſt in the Abundance of the Things which he 
poſſeſſeth. 

( Repeat the ten Paſſages of Scripture, which 
expreſs the Sum of practical Religion. \ 

I. I am God all ſufficient, Gen, xvii. 1, The 
Old Verſion. 

2, Vanity of Vanities, ſays the Preacher, Va- 
nity of Vanity, all is Vanity, Eccleſ. i. 2. 

3. We are by Nature Children of Wrath, even 
as others, Eph, ii. 

4. Except a Man be born again he cannot ſee 
the Kingdom of God, John iii. 3. 

5 This is a faithful ſaying, and worthy of al! 
Acceptation, That Jeſus Chriſt came in:o the 
World to fave Sinners, whereof I am chief, x. 
Tim; i. 18. 


6. What is a Man profitted, if he ſhould gain 
the whole World and 10 0 his Scul? Or what ſhall 
a Man give in Exchange for his Soul? Mat. xvi, 
16. 

7. Them that honour me I will honour, and 
they that deſpiſe me ſhall be lightly eſteemed, . j 
8. 1 


L514 
8. If I be wicked, Wo unto me, Feb. x. 15. 


9. Be not deceived, God is not mocked, for 
whatſocver a Man ſoweth, that ſhall he reap, 


Gal. vii. 6. 


Io. Theſe ſhall go away into everlaſting 
Puniſhment, and the Righteous into Life eternal, 
Mat. xxv. 46. 

Queſt. 2. Were not you devoted ſolemnly to 
God in your Baptiſm ? 

Anſw. Yes, I was. 

{ Repeat then the Sum of your Baptiſmal Vow 

and Covenant) 

T take God the Father for my chiefeſt Good 
and higheſt End, 

T take God the Son for my Prince and Saviour, 

I take God the Holy Ghoſt for my danctifier, 
Teacher, Guide and Comforter. 

T take the Word of God to be my Rule in all 
my Actions, 

J take the People of God to be my People in 
all Conditions, 

I do likewiſe devote and dedicate to the Lord 
my whole ſelf, all J am, all I have, and all I can 
do, renouncing the World, the Fleſh and the 
Devil: And this I do deliberately, fincerely, 

freely and for ever. 

Peſt. 3. Do not you know yourſelf obliged, 
according to your Baptiſmal Vow and Covenant, 
to practice all known Duty, and forbear all known 
din? | 

Anſw, Yes, I do think myſelf obliged. 

Peſt. 4. Will you then be wicked! 

Anſw. No, for the wicke4 ſhall be turned into 
Hell, and all the Nations that forget God, Fſal. 

IX. 17. 


(3:2 Queſt. 5. 
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reſt, 5. Will you be an Hypocrite ? 
Anſw. No, for the Hypocrite's Hope ſhall 
periſh, Job. viii. 13. 
QAueſt. 6. Will you eſteem Riches above Grace? 
Anfw, No, for Wiſdom is better than Rubies, 
and her Fruit than Gold. 


Aueſt. 7. Will you be irreverent in God's 
Worſhip ? 

Anſio. No, for God will be ſanctified in them 
that come nigh him, and before all the People he 
will be glorified, Lev. x. 13. 

Queſt. 8. Will you be a Sabbath-Breaker ? 

Anſw. No, for the Sabbath-Breaker was ſtoned 
to Death by God's Command, Num. xv. 35. 

DPreſt, 9. Will you ſleep in Church) 

Anſw. No: for Eutychus being aſleep when St, 
Paul was preaching, fell down and was taken up 
Dead, As xx. 


Dneſt. 10. Will you be undutiful to your Pa- 
rents or Governors ? 

. Anſfw. No, for of ſuch it is ſaid, the Ravens of 
the Valley ſhall pick out their Eyes, and the young 
Eagles ſhall eat them. Prov. xxx, 7. 

Deſt. Ir, Will you cozen or cheat. 

Anſw. No, for he that getteth Riches, and not 
by Right, ſhall leave them in the midſt of his 
- Ran and at his End ſhall be a Fool, Fer. xvii. II. 

Jueſt. 12. Will you be a Liar? 

Anſ. No, for the Liar ſhall have his Part in 
the Lake, which burneth with Fire and Brim- 
ſtone, Rev, xxi. 8. 

Queſt. 13, Will you be a Drunkard ? 

Anſw. No, for the Drunkard ſhall not enter 
into the Kingdom of God, 1. Cor. vi. 10. 

2reſt. 14. Will you be a Swearer? | 

Anſw, 
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Anſw, No, for becauſe of Swearing the Land 
mourneth, Fer. xiii. 10. 

Queſt. 15. Will you be proud? 

Anfw. No, for God reſiſteth the Proud, and 
giveth Grace unto the Humble. James iv. 6. 

Queſt. 16. Will you ſpeak vain and idle Words? 

Anſto. No, for we muſt give an Account of 
them at the Day of Judgment, Mat. xxi. 16, 

Duet, 17. What are the likelieſt Means to 
make you keep your baptiſmal Covenant ? 

Anſw,. Serious Conſideration, and cloſe Self- 
Examination, 

Queſt. 18. Wluit ought you to take under the 
moſt ſerious Conſideration every Day? 

Anſw, That I have a God to ſerve; a Soul to 
ſave, an Heaven to obtain, and an Hell to eſcape, 

Durſt. 19. What is God, your Soul, Heaven 
and Hell ? 

Anſw. God is an All-per fect Being: My Soul 
is a thinking Being, made after God's Image, 
ſpiritual and immortal : Heaven is a Place of 
perfect Happineſs, in the Enjoyment of God for 
ever: And Hell is a Place of perfect Miſery, ina 
Separation from God for ever. 

Queſt. 20. What Motives have _ to quicken 
you in your Preparation for Eternity ? 

Anſw. Our Lives are ſhort, our Souls are 
precious, our Work is great, Time makes haſte, 
Hell is terrible, Heaven is glorious, God is juſt, 
and all that ever muſt be done for our Souls muſt 
be done now, or never; Oh precious Time ! how 
fearful am ] leſt thou wilt be gone before I am 
prepared for Death and Judgment: Oh! what 
Hearts have they that can ſee Time paſſing, 
Death coming, God preſent, Judgment and Eter - 
nity 
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nity at hand, yet ſpend their Time in Fooleries 
and Idleneſs! Wo unto them that caſt away fo 
ſhort and precious a Time, which is all that ever 
they ſhall have to prepare for their everlaſting 
State, 
Forgetting Death and Hell will not prevent it, 
Nor loje thy Day, thoul't then too late repent it. 

Duejt. 21. Should you not be ſerious, and in 
good earneſt in your Preparations for Eternity? 

Anſw. Yes. 

Oh the amazing Stupidity of poor Sinners ! 
A Wretch that is condemned to die To-morrow 
cannot forget it? and poor Mortals, that are 
uncertain to live an Hour, and certain ſpeedily 
to ſee the Lord to their inconceivable Joy or 
Sorrow, can forget thoſe Things for which they 
have their Memories: O wonderful Stupidity 
of an unrenewed Sul! O wonderful Folly and 
Diftrat2dneſs of the Ungodly | that ever Men 
can forget, I ſay again, that ever Men can forget 
eternal Joy, eternal Wo, the eternal God, and 
the Place of the unchangeable Abodes, when 
they ſtand even at the Door, and there is but this 
thin Veil of Fleſh between them and that amaz- 
ing Sight, and eternal Gulph, and they themſelves 
are daily dying and ſtepping into it ! 

Dueſt. 22. What ſerious and awakening Oe 
tions ought you frequently to put to your Souls? 

Anh. Theſe which follow. | 

1. What State is the ſinful Soul in? Moſt cer- 
tainly in a State of Death and Wrath : And while 
I continue in this State, my guilty Soul hangs over 
Hell Torments by nothing but the ſmall Thread 
of Lite, like a Man that by a ſlender Thread hangs 
over a fiery Furnace. And is this, my Soul, a 
State to be contented in? What 
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2. What Condition is my Soul in? Is it con- 
verted, or is it not? Can I tell the Time when, 
and the Manner how it was done ? Or if not, 
can “ ſay truly the Thing is done? That where- 
as 1 was blind, now I ſee. Do not I know that 
I cannot be faved, unleſs I am a new Creature ? 

2. What if I loſe my Soul, what fair Work 
ſhall I make of it then? And, alas! 1 may caſily 
loſe it; I mult ftrive hard to Gave i it It Swarms 
of Sins, Devils and Temptations can keep me 
out of Heaven, I muſt never come there: And 
if I loſe it once, I loſe it for ever: Other Loſſes 
may be repaired, but this cannot, 

4. What do I do tor my Soul? Have I an 
immortal Soul, and can I be unconcerned what 
mult become of it for ever? Can I trifle away 
my Time, and beſtow my Pains about it as if it 
was worth nothing ? God forbid. Ariſe, O my 
ſleepy Soul, beſtir thy ſelf ; call upon thy God, 
that thou periſh not. 

5. What if Gad ſhould require my Soul this 
Night? How would Death find me, and whither 
would it bring me? Am I fit to die? And if 
not, what would become of me? I charge thee, 
O my Sou!, that thou doſt not dare to live in ſuch 
2 Courſe as thou doſt not dare to die in. 

6. What a happy Caieſhould Ihave been in If I 
had but ſecured my Soul? How ſweetly might I then 
live? I might then eat my Bread with a merry 
Heart; Imicht look Dangers and Devils, and Death 
at laſt in the Face, without Fear or Terror. 

Queſt. 23. What Queſtions ought vou to aſæ 
your ſelves in your daily Self-Examination ? 

Anſio. Theſe that follow. 
1. Did 


en . 


364] 


I. Did not God find me in my Bed, when he 


looked for me on my Knees ? St 
4 2. Did I not neglect Prayer or reading God's i 

Word, or have I not done it careleſly ? inge 
3. Have I denied myſelf for God, or redeemd | T! 

my Time to Day? ' Op! 
4. Doth not Sin fit light, or do I live in any hay 

thing that I know or fear to be Sin ? te 
5. Has not God been out of my Mind, and 

Heaven out of my Sight ? Ste 
6. Have I made Conſcience of entertaining 

vain Thoughts; have I not given Way to Pride 80 

and Paſſion? of 
7. Have I bridled my Tongue; have I ſpoke Ce 

Evil of no Man ? « | 


8. Hath the Law of the Lord been in my Re 
Mouth; have I, in Company, ſpoken of God In 
with Reverence ? 

9. Did I eat and drink to the Glory of God; 
or did I not mock God in craving a Blefling ; 
or did I not altogether omit it? 


10. Have I been diligent in the Duties of my ab 
Calling ? [Pe 
11. Have I defrauded no Man, nor dropt a PI 
Lie in my Shop or Trade; nor raſhly made or di 
broke my Promiſe ? © 
Iz, Was God in my Thoughts firſt in the |} 
Morning and laſt at Night? fr 
13, Have I ſet my End right to Day ſo as to m 
pleaſe God ? hi 
14. Wherein have J ſinned againſt any of theſe G 
Rules? | 
Thus we ſhould carefully examine our Behavi= | fo 
our; and where we have been faulty, ſhould re- G 
new our Repentance, and double our Watch. Al 


Queſt. 
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Rueſt, 24. How may you know your ſpiritual 1 
State is bad? 4 

Anſw, If J live a vain and careleſs Life, lov- 
ing the World more than God, minding the 
Things of the Fleſh more than the Things of the 
Spirit, allowing my ſelf in any known Sin, I 
have Reaſon to conclude, that, whatever, Pro- 
teſſion I make, my ſpiritual State is bad. 

Deſt. 25. How may you know your ſpiritual 
State is good ? 

Anſw. If I be heartily concerned about m 
Soul and Eternity, If I carefully ſeek the Favour 
of God thro' Chriſt, If I ſtrive againſt Sin, make 
Conſcience of my Words, and Ways, and have 
a Reſpect to all God's Commandments, I have 
Reaſon to hope, that notwithſtanding my daily 
| f Tnfirmities, my ſpiritual State is good, 


| [ Or more large thus,] 


Anſw, 1. If I am turned from Sin to love God 
above all, and accordingly chooſe him for my 

Portion and Happineſs; If I have the greateſt 
Pleaſure in drawing nigh to him in ſolemn Or- 


r dinances, and long for the Enjoyment of him in 
Glory. 
FT "If I believe in the Lord Zeſus Chrift ; and 


frem a true Senſe of his Love to me, give up 
> | my ſelf to be ruled, taught, and ſaved by him in 
his own Way, and on the Terms offered in the 
e Goſpel ? 

| If Sin be my greateſt Grief and Burthen, 
- | fo that I truly repent of it, and turn from it unto 
— | God, abhorring my ſelf for the Sins of my Heart 
and Like: If 1 long to be delivered from this 
. 11 Body 


4 
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Body of Sin, and would rather be perfectly holy 
than have all the Honours, Riches and Pleaſures 
in this World. 

4. If I ſee the Vanity of all Things here, fo 
as not to ſet my Heart upon them ; ſee my ſelf 
a Steward that muſt give an Account ; It I have 
my Heart and Hopes in Heaven and my chief 
Deſires and Endeavours are to get there; If I 
would rather be perfectly holy, than have all the 
Honours, Riches and Pleaſures of this World, 
than diſpleaſe God, and forfeit my everlaſting 
Happineſs, 

5. If I deny my ſelf, watch and ſtrive againſt 
my Corruptions, finful Motions and AﬀeCtions, 
and all the Temptations of Satan ; If through 
Chriſt I am enabled to overcome and mortify 
them; If my Mind be ſpiritually fixed on the 
heavenly Glory, and daily fearing leſt I ſhould 
come ſhort of it, then I have Reaſon to conclude 
that my ſpiritual State is good, 
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Wi d ele eee 
Short Inſtructions for the Sick. 


HOSE happy Perſons who have made 

it the chief Care and Buſineſs of their 
Lives to be always ready for a dying Hour, have 
leaſt need of this Counſel : It is therefore thoſe 
unhappy Souls who are yet unprepared, whom I 
now inſtruct, And Oh! that the Lord would 
bleſs theſe Words, and perſuade them yet, e'er 
Time be gone, 

If Sin had not bewitched Men, and made 
them Monſters of Senſcleſſneſs and Unbelief, it 
could not be that, that endleſs Life, ſo ſure, ſo 
near, could be ſo fooliſhly made light of all 
their Lives, as it is by moſt, till they perceive that 
Death is ready to ſurpriſe them. But poor Sin- 
ner, if this hath been thy Caſe, ſuppoſing that 
thou art unwilling to be damned, I earneſtly ene 
treat thee in the Name of Chriſt, and for the ſake 
of thy immortal Soul, that thou wilt preſently 
lay to Heart theſe Inſtructions, before Time and 
8 8 are gone for ever 

At che laſt bethink thee, I hat thou art, 
Fe for what End and Wark thou cameſt into the 
E/orld. Thou art a Man of Reaſon, and not a 
Brute, and thou haſt a Soul which was made to 


know, and love, and ferve thy Maker; and that 


not in the ſecond Place, with the Leavings of the 
Fleſh, but in the firſt Place, and with all thy 
2 Heart 


; 
| 
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Heart and Might, If this had been indeed the Care 
of thy Life, God would have been thy Portion, thy 
Father, and thy Defence, and thou mighteſt have 
lived in Peace and Comfort, and then have lived 
with God for ever. And ſhould not a Creature 
live to the End and Uſes for which he was made? 
Hath God given thee all thy Powers for himſelf, 
and wilt thou turn them from him to the Service of 
the Fleſh, and that when thou haſt vowed the 
contrary in thy Baptiſm ? How wilt thou anſwer 
ſuch Treachery and Ungodlineſs ? 

2, It is Time for thee now to have ſerious 
Thoughts about the Life which thou are going 
to? If thou couldſt ſleepily forget it all the Way, 
it is time to awaken when thou comeſt almoſt 
there, Before thy Friends are burying that Fleſh 
in the Earth that thou didſt more regard than 
God and thy Salvation, thy Soul muſt appear in 
an endleſs World, and ſee thoſe Things which 
God foretold thee of, and thou wouldſt not believe 
or ſet thy Heart upon, As ſoon as Death hath 
opened the Curtains, Oh, what a Sight muſt 
thou preſently behold | A World of Angels and 

of holy Spirits, adoring, praiſing, and admiring 
that God whom thou didſt refuſe to mind, and 
love and ferve ! A World of Devils and damned 
Souls in Torment and Deſpair, bewailing their 
Contempt of Chriſt and Grace, the Neglect of 
God and their Salvation, their ſerving the Fleſh 
and loving the World, and wilfully loſing the 
Time of Mercy, and all the Means which "God 


vouchſafed them! Believe it, Sinner, there is an 


endleſs Joy and Glory for the Saints, and an 
endleſs Miſery for the Ungodly ; and one of theſe 
muſt quickly be thy Caſe, Thy State is change- 


able 
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able whilſt thou art in the Fleſh. If thy Soul be 
miſerable there is yet a Remedy : It 1s poſlible 
Chriſt may renew and pardon it. But as ſoon as 
thou goeſt hence, thou entereſt into a State of Joy 
or Torment, which muſt never change, no, not 
when Millions of Years are paſt. And do'ſt not 
thou think now in thy Conſcience, that ſuch an 
endleſs Miſery ſhould have been prevented with 
greater Care and Diligence than all the Sufferings 
of this Life? And that the attaining of ſuch an 
endleſs Glory had been worthy thy greateſt Care 
and Labour; and that it is tar better to ſee the 
Glory of God, and be filled with his Love, and 
joyfully praiſe him with Saints and Angels for 
evermore, and by a holy Life have prepared for 
this, than to pleaſe the Fleſh and follow the 
World a little while, and be undone for ever: 
Haſt thou got more by the World and Sin than 
Heaven is worth ? Thou art almoſt at the End 
of Worldly Pleaſures, and haſt all that ever they 
will do for thee : But if God had thy Service, 
he would not thus have caſt thee off, and his Re- 
wards and Joys would have no End, Oh how 
much happier are the bleſſed Souls in Heaven 
than we! 

3. And ſeeing you are ſo near to the Judgment 
of God, where your Soul muſt receive its final 
Sentence, it's high time now to judge yourſelf, and 
know what Eſtate your Soul is in, whether in a 
State of Juſtification or Damnation : For this may 
be certainly known, if you are willing. And firſt 
you muſt know who they be whom Chriſt will 
Juſtify, and whom he will condemn : And this the 
Word of God will tell you, for he will judge 
them by that Word. In a Word, All thoſe 

whom 
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whom Chriſt will juſtify and fave, are made new 
Creatures by the renewing of the Holy Ghoft : 
Their Eyes are opened to ſee the Vanity of 
this World, and the Certainty and Excellency 
of the Glory of Heaven; and to ſee the Odi. 
ouſneſsof Sin, and the Amiableneſs of a holy Life; 
and to believe that Chriſt is the only Saviour to 
cleanſe them from their Sins, and bring them to 
that Glory.—And therefore they forſake the ſin- 
ful Pleafures of the Fleſh, and ſet their Hearts 
on the everlaſting Bleſſedneſs, and ſeek it before 
all things, and lamenting and hating their former 
Sins, they give themſelves ſincerely to their God 
and Father, their Saviour and their Sanctifier, 
to be taught and ruled, juſtified, ſanctified, and 
ſav'd by him, reſolving, whatever it coſt, to and 
© by this Choice and Covenant till Death.“ This 
is the Caſe of all that Chriſt will juſtify or fave, 
The reſt who never were thus renewed and ſanc- 
tified, will be condemned as ſure as the Goſpel is 
true. Therefore let it be ſpeedlly your Work to try, 
whether this be your Caſe or not: Have you been 
thus enlightned, convinced, renewed, and brought 
to believe i in Chriſt, and the Life to come, and give 
up your felt in a faithful Covenant to God your 
Father, your Saviour and Sanctifier, to hate your 
Sin, and to live and love a holy Life, in mortifying 
the Fleſh, and ſeeking Heaven before the World? 
Tf this be not your Caſe, I ſhall not flatter and 
deceive you, to tell you of any Hope of being ſav'd 
*till you are thus renew'd and ſanctified: Never 
ſuffer a Lie to quiet you *till Help is paſt : No 
one that is unregenerate or unholy ſhall ever 
dwell with God. Yet you may be ſaved, if yet 
you will be truly converted and ſanctified: But 
without this, aſſuredly there is no Hope. An 
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An Exhortation to Seriouſneſs 
and Diligence in Religion. 


INCE Man conſiſteth of Body and Soul, it is 
aſtoniſhing to ſee what Pains and Care many 
take for the Body, which will ſhortly become 
a loathſome Lump of Filth and Kottenneſs, and 
neglect, or take but ſmall Pains or Care for their 
Souls which muſt live to all Eternity, either in 
Heaven or Hell, as they have ſpent the ſhort 
Moment of their Lives, for this is the Time of 
our Preparation, and there is no preparing Time 
but this. Did Men but ſeriouſly conſider, how 


ſpeedily would they turn ; how ſeriouſly would 
they meditate z how frequently would they pray; 
how carefully would they live ; how painfully 
would they labour; Oh! what manner of Perſons 
would they be in all holy Converſation and God- 
lineſs. All their Life would be a continal Pre- 
paration for Death, as all their Life is an Haſten- 
ing towards it, How canſt chou die with Com- 
fort, if thou knoweſt not whether thy departing 
Soul ſhall be in Heaven or Hell? Have a Care 
of being deceived in a Matter of everlaſting Con- 
ſequence. Examine and try thy State now, before 
it be too late, To help you in this Work, I ſhall 
propound ſeveral Queſtions to you, which I charge 
vou, as in the Preſence of God, betore whom you 
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muſt be ſhortly judged, to anſwer truly to your 
own Souls. 

Queſt. 1. Hath your Soul and your evetlaſting 
State had more deep and ſerious Thoughts and 
Regards, than your Body and your Worldly 
Welfare? 

Queſt. 2. Do you verily believe that your Sins 
are ſo odious, that if God ſhould condemn you 
to Hell, he ſhould do no worſe by you than you 
deſerve? 

Duh. 3. Have you not only heard, but believ'd 
and perceived that you have as much Need of 
Chriſt to be your Saviour, as a condemned Male- 
factor hath of a Pardon? And is Chriſt more pre- 
cious to you than all the Riches of this World, 
his Ranſom and Mediation being your Hope, and 
his Grace your earneſt Deſire? 

Dueft. 4. Have you perceived in your Heart, 
that the Love and Favour of God is far better 
than all the Treaſures and Pleaſures of this 
World ? And do you verily belicve that all the 
Bleſſed ſhall ſee his Glory in Heaven, and per- 
fectly love, and praiſe, and ſerve him, and be filled 
with Joy in the bleſſed Sight and Love of God! 


And do you ſet more by the Hope of the Heaven- 


ly Glory, than by your Life and all this World ? 
And do you prefer Heaven to Earth in your 
Eſteem? and is it your Deſire and heartieft 
Labour and Diligence to make it ſure ? 

Quęſt. 5. Have you truly believed that all that 
will come to Heaven muſt be a regenerate ſancti- 
fied People, in Mind, Will and Life; and that 
this muſt be done by the Holy Ghoſt? And have 
you earneſtly deſired that he would ſanctify you 
throughly, and kill all your Sins, and make you 

fervently 
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fervently in love with God, and all that is good 
and fully obedient to his Will? and have given 
up yourſelf to Jeſus Chrit in a well-conſidered 
reſolved Covenant, conſenting to be taught and 
governed by him, and willing to imitate him, 
and receive his Spirit? 

Duct. 6. Do you feel the Evil and Odiouſneſs 
of a worldly, carnal, unrenewed Heart, and of an 
unholy Life ; yea, of your want of Faith and Love 
to God, as well asof outward ſhameful Sins ? And 
are thoſe Sins of Heart and Practice the greateſt 

Trouble and Burden in the World ? 

Que. 7. Can you truly ſay that you live not in 
any known groſs Sin; and that you have no Sin, 
no, not the leaſt known Infirmity, which you had 
not rather leave than keep; and that you had 
rather be perfectly holy, in perfect Knowledge, 
Love, and Obedience, than to have all the Riches, 
and Pleaſures, and Honour of this World ? 

Lueft, 8. Can you truly ſay, that when a 
Temptation cometh to your moſt beloved Sin, 
God's Authority, which forbiddeth it, is more 
powerful to keep you from it, than the Tempta- 
tion and your Luſt to draw you to it? 

Def. g. Are you truly willing to wait on God 
to obtain his Grace in the conſtant Uſe of Hear- 
ing, Prayer, Meditation, and the Company and 
Counſel of the Godly, even in the ſtricteſt Means 
which God appointeth you to uſe for your Sal- 
vation ? 

Deſt. 10. Can you truly ſay, that you are at 
a Point with all this World, reſolving to let go 
Eftate, Honour, Liberty and Life, rather than 
tet go your Faith and Obedience, or by wilful Sin 
to turn from God ? 
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To urge this Matter further: Conſider our 
Affections and Actions thould be ſomewhat an- 
{werable to the End for which they were intended, 
Theſe Ends are the glorifying of God, the Salya- 
tion of our ownand other Men's Souls, our eſcap- 
ing the Torments of Hell, and poſſeſſing the 
Glory of Heaven. Can we be too much affected 
with Things of ſuch Moment? Can we labour 
for them too diligently, when we know if our 
Labour ſucceed not, we are undone for ever ? It 
concerns us to ſeek and labour to purpoſe, when 
it is put to the Queſtion, whether we thall live for 
ever in Heaven or Hell. And this muſt be re- 
ſolved in our obeying the Goſpel, or diſobeying 
on the Painfulnęſs, or Slothfulneſs of our preſent 
Endeavours. The Greatneſs of the Work we 
have to do, ſhould quicken us as well as the Ends 
of it. Now the Works of Chriſtians here are many 
and very g great. The Soul mult be renewed, and 
great Corruptions mortified. Fleſh muſt be maſ- 
ter*d, Self muſt be denyed, Aflurance of Pardon 
and Salvation muſt be obtained, the World over- 
come. A decal of Knowledge is to be got, many 
Ordinances to be uſed, and Duties performed. 
Every Age, Year and Day, require freſh Suc- 
ceſſion to Duty ; every Place we come in, every 
Perſon we have to deal with, every Change of our 
Condition doth {till require the renewing of our 
adde 

The Shortneſs and e of the Time 
oe us for the performing of this great Work 
ſhould quicken us: Yet a few Days and we ſhall 
be here no more: Time paſleth on, many Diſeaſes 
are ready to aſlault us; we mult very ſhortly be 
Kid! in the Duſt, and there left to the Worms in 

Darkneſs 
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Darkneſs and Corruption; we are almoſt there 


already; we know not whether we ſhall have 
another Sabbath or Sermon, or Hour. 


2. Our Enemies are diligent in ſecking our 
Deſtruction, the Devil, as a 447 Lion, goes 


avout ſeeking whom he may devonr, 
2 The m: any I alents we a e, and the Means 


- we enjoy, and the Mercics we have received from 


God, ſhould all quicken us. The great Prepara- 
tions attending us. All the World are our Servants, 
that we may be the Servants of God: The Guin 
Moon, and Stars attend us with their Light and 
Influence; the Earth, with all its Furniture, is at 
our Service. How many Thouſand Plants and 
Flowers, and Fruits, and Birds, and Beaſts, do all 
attend us | The Sea with all its Inhabitants, the 
Air, the Wind, the Froſt and Snow, the Heat 
and Fire, the Clouds and Rain, all wait upon us 
while we do our Work! Yea, the Angels are 
miniſtring Spirits! Nay, the Patience and Good- 
neſs of God doth wait upon us; the Lord Jeſus 

waiteth in the Offers of his Blood! the Holy 
Ghoſt waiteth in ſtriving with our backward Hearts! 

4. There is no Danger in over doing: No Man 
can be too buſy to ſave his Soul. For the World 
you may eaſily do too much; but here, in God's 
Way, you cannot. 

It is the Nature of every Grace to put on 
the Soul, Diligence and Speed : It you love God, 
you will make haſte, you will think nothing too 
much that you can poſſibly do, you will be am- 
bitious to ſerve him and pleaſe him ſtill more; 
ſo that in whatſoever Degree thou art ſanctificd, 
in the ſame Degree thou wilt be ſerious and labo- 
rious in the Work of God. 


I 2 6. What. 
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6. Whatſoever you do for God and your Soul, 
Heaven will pay for all : We labour but for a 
Moment, but we ſhall reſt for ever. O what is 
the Duty and Suffering of a ſhort frail Life, 
which is almoſt at an End as ſoon as it begins, in 
reſpect of the endleſs Joys with God? 

7. Laborious ſtriving for Salvation is the Way 
that the Wiſdom of God hath directed us to as 
beſt. The Kingdom of Heaven ſuffereth Violence, 
and the Violent take it by Force. Strive to enter 
in at the ſtrait Gate. What thy Hands find to do, 
do it with thy Might. 

8. It is a Courſe that all Men either do or 
will approve of. There is not a Man that ever 
was, nor is, or ſhall be, but ſhall one Day juſtify 
the Diligence of the Saints, and give his Verdict 
in Approbation of their Wiſdom. Thoſe that 
now are againſt it, whether in Judgment or Paſſion 
will ſhortly be every Man of another Mind; if 
they come to Heaven, their Minds will be changed 
before they come there; if they go to Hell, their 
Minds will then be altered whether they will or 
no. If they could ſpeak with every Soul that ſut- 
tereth thoſe Torments, and aſk their Judgments, 
Whether it be poſſible to be too ſerious and dili- 
gent in ſeeking Salvation, you may caſily con- 
jecture what Anſwer they would return. 

9. The moſt ſerious painful Chriſtians, when 
they come to die, do exceedingly lament their 
Neeligence, and do wiſh; Oh! that I had been a 
thouſand Times more holy, more heavenly, more 
laborious for my Soul! 

10. Many take Pains for Heaven, and yet miſs 
it for want of more. Biſhop Zphins, and Mr. 
Mead's Almeſt Chriſtian, are two excellent Books 
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on this Head, well worth your Reading. Many 
ſhall ſeek to enter, and not be able, 

11. God hath reſolved that Heaven ſhall not be 
had upon eaſier 'Lerms: Reſt mutt always follow 
Labour; Seriouſneſs is the very Thing wherein 
conſiſteth our Religion: If thou art not ſerious 
thou art not a Chriitian, Now, Reader, I dare 
promiſe thee, theſe Things thou wilt have with 
thy ſelf, when thou comeſt to Death or Judg- 
ment, Oh! what Heart-picrcing Thoughts wilt 
thou then have of Eternity, and of thy Negligence. 

To quicken you, I ſhall propound theſe ſollow- 
ing Queſtions; and J intreat thee, and command 
thee from God, that thou anſwer them faithfully, 
and obey them accordingly. 

Queſt. 1. What if you could grow rich by 
Religion, would you not be ſerious and in good 
Earneſt in it? And is not Heaven better than all 
Worldly Riches ? 

Queſt. 2. If the Laws of the Land did puniſh 
every Breach ofthe Sabbath, or every Omiſſion of 
Family Duties, or ſecret Duties, or every cold 
or heartleſs Prayer with Death, how careful 
would you be? And is not eternal Death more 
terrible ? 


Oueft. 3. If it were God's ordinary Courſe to 


puniſh every Sin with ſome preſent Judgment, ſo 


that every Time a Man ſwears, or curſes, or 
ſpeaks a Lie, or backbiteth his Neighbour, he ſhall 
be {truck dead, or blind, or lame in the Place, is 
not eternal Wrath more terrible than this? Give 
but Reaſon leave to ſpeak. 

Duejt. 4. If one of your old Acquaintance and 
Companions in Sin, ſhould come from the Dead, 
and tell you, that he ſuffered the Torments of 


Hell 


| 


[70] 


Hell for thoſe Sins that you are guilty of, and 
for neglecting thoſe Duties which you neglect, 
and for living ſuch a careleſs, worldly, ungodly 
Life as you now live, and ſhould therefore adviſe 
you to take another Courſe : If you ſhould meet 
ſuch an one in your Chamber when you are going 
to Bed, and he ſhould ſay to you, O / tate heel 77 
this cornal and unholy Life; ſet your ſelf to ſeek 
the Lord with all your Might, neglect not your 
Soul, prepare for Eternity, that yau come not to the 
Ales that JI am in; How would this take with 
you? And what manner of Perſon would you 
atterwards be ? 

Queſt. 5, If you knew that this was the laſt 
Day you had to live in the World, how would you 
end this Day ? If you were furs when you go to 
Bed, that you ſhould never riſe again, would not 
your Thoughts of another Life be more ſerious 
that Night? If you knew, when you are praying, 
that you ſhould never pray more, would you not 
be more earneſt and importunate in that Prayer ? 
Why, you do not know but it may be the laſt ; 
and you are ſure your laſt is ncar at Hand, 

Queſt. 6. If you ſaw the general Diflolution of 
the World, and all the Pomp and Glory of it 
conſumed to Aſhes; if you ſaw all on Fire about 
you, ſumptuous Buildings, Cities, Kingdoms, Land, 
Water, Earth, Heaven, all flaming about your 
Ears; if you ſaw all that Men laboured for, and 
ſold their Souls for gone, Friends gone, the Place 
of your former Abode gone, what would ſuch a 
Sight as this perſuade you to do? Why, ſuch a 
Sight thou ſhalt certainly ſee. 

[ put my Queſtion to thee in the Words of the 
| Apolle, 2 Pet. iii. Seeing all theſe Things ſhall 
be 
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be diffolued, ⁊chat manner of Perſons ought you to 
be in all holy Converſation and Godlinejs ® Look- 
ing for and haſtening unto the Coming of the Day 
of God, wherein the Fieavens being on J ire, ſhall 
be diſſolved, and the Elements ſhall melt with fer— 
vent Heat. 

Queſt. 7. What if you had ſeen the Proceſs of 
the Judgment of the great Day; if you had ſeen 
the Judgment ſet, and the Books opened, and the 
moſt ſtand trembling on the left Hand of the 
Judge, and Chriit i; imſelf acc uſing them of their 
Rebellions and Neglects, and rememoring them 
of their former Slie rhtneſs of Grace, and at laſt 
condemning them to perpetual Perdition; what 
manner of Per ſons would you have been after ſuch 
a Sight as this ? 

ret, 8. What if you had once ſcen Hell open, 
and all the Damned there in their eaſeleſs Tor- 
ments, and had heard them crying out of their 
Slothfulneſs in the Day of their Viſitation, and 
wiſhing that they had but another Life to live, and 
that God would but try them once again; one 
crying out of his Neglect of Duty; and another 
of his Loitering and Trifling, when he ſhould have 
been labouring for his Life: what a Life would 

you lead after ſuch as Sight as this! Why, you 
will ſee this with your Eyes before it be long. 

Queſt. q. What if you had lain in Hell but one 
Year, or one Day or Hour, and there felt all thoſe 
Torments that now you do but hear of; and God 
ſhould turn you into the World again, and try 
you with another Life's Time, and ay, 7 will 
fee whether thou wilt yet be any das what 
manner of Perſon would you be? If you were to 
lire a Thouſand Years, would you not gladly 
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live as ſtrictly as the preciſeſt Saints, and ſpend 
all thoſe Years in Prayer and Duty, ſo you might 
but eſcape the Torment which you ſuffered ? How 
ſeriouſly then would you ſpeak of Hell, and pray 
againſt it, and hear, and read, and watch, and 
obey ? How carneſtly would you admoniſh the 
Careleſs to take Heed, and look about them to 
prevent their Ruin ! And will not you take God's 
Word for the Truth of this, except you feel it? 

Oueſt. 10. What if you had been but one Year 
in the Glory of Heaven, and there joined with the 
Saints and Angels in the beholding of God, and 
ſinging his Praiſe, and afterwards ſhould be turn'd 
into the World again; what a Life would you 
lead, and Pains would you take, rather than be 
deprived of ſuch incomparable Glory? Would you 
think any Coſt too great, or Diligence too much ? 
If one of thoſe that are now in Heaven ſhould 
come to live on Earth again, what Perſons would 
they be ? How ſeriouſly would they drive on the 
Butineſs of their Salvation! The Country would 
ring of their exceeding holy Converſation | They 
would then as far excel the holieſt Perſons on the 
Earth, as they before excelled the careleſs World, 
rather than they would loſe that bleſſed F ſtate ! 
"They would follow God with Cries both Day and 
Night, and throw away all, and ſuffer every Day 
a Death, rather than miſs it! And ſhould not we 
do as much to obtain it | 

The Scripture ſays, this is an evil World, it is 
a World of Sin and I cmptation, and of Calamity ; 
Sin, is become as it were, its Nature, it lives 
with Men from the Birth to the Grave. It is an 
ungodly World that knoweth not its Maker, or 
torgetteth, condemneth, and wilfully diſobeys 
him, 
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him, while in Words it doth confeſs him ; and 
yet a hypocritical World that will ſpeak honou- 
rably of God, and of Virtue, and of Piety, of 
Juſtice and Charity, while they cannot endure the 
Practice of that which their Tongues commend ; 
almoſt all Sorts will prefer the Life to come in 
Words, when in Deed they utterly neglect it, and 
prefer the fleſhly Pleaſures of this Life; they cry 
out of the Vanity and Vexation of the World, 
and yet they ſet their Hearts upon it, and love it 
better than God and the World to come ; they 
will have ſome Religion to mock God and deceive 
themſelves, which ſhall go no deeper than the 
Knee and Tongue, or a diſſembled Affection and 
Profeſſion; but to be devoted to God in Self-re- 
ſignation, Obedience and Love, how rare is it? 
It is a ſenſual and brutiſh World, and ſeems to 
have hired out their Reaſon to the Service of their 
Appetites and Luſts, Gluttony and Exceſs, Sports, 
Plays, and Gaming, with Pride, Wantonneſs and 
worldly Pomp, and the covetous gathering Pro- 
viſion for the Fleſh is the Buſineſs and Pleaſure of 
their Lives: If you tell them of Reaſon, or the 
Law of God, to take them off, you may almoſt as 
well think to reaſon a hungry Dog from his Carrion. 
It is a ſelfiſh World, where every Man is an Idol 
to himſelf, and affecteth himſelf and his own In- 
tereſt, as if he was all the World, drawing all he 
can from others to fill his own inſatiable Deſire; 
loving, eſteeming, and praiſing Men according to 
their Eſteem of himſelf ; Self-conceit, Self- eſteem, 
Self-will and Self-ſeeking, is the Soul and Buſineſs 
of the World: And therefore, no Wonder that it 
is a divided and contentious World, when it hath 
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a8 many Ends as Men, and every Man is ſtriving 


to rule, to be greateſt, and to have his Will. 

It is a dreaming diſtracted World, that ſpend 
their Days and Cares for nothing, and are as car- 
neſt in the Purſuit of that which they confeſs is 
Vanity, and dying in their Hands, as if they knew 
it to be true Felicity; they are like a Heap of Ants, 
that gad about as bulily, and make as much ado 
for Sticks and Duſt, as if they were about ſome 
| magnificent Work. Thus doth the vain deceived 
| World lay out their Thoughts and Time upon 
Impertinencies ; they ſtudy and care, and weep and 
laugh, and labour and fight, as Men in a Dream, 
and will hardly be perſwaded but it is Reality they 
purſue, *till Death comes and awakes them, ſuch 
is the Life of moſt of the World, who ſpend their 
Days in a ſerious Jeſting, and buſy in doing nothing. 

It is a malignant World, that hath an inbred 4 
Enmity to all that Virtue and Goodneſs which 
they want, There are few that are truly wiſe 
and good that eſcape their Hatred, 

Yea, it is an unthankful World, will evil-treat 
thofe that deſerve beſt at their Hands, he that will 
inſtru ct them and ſtop them in their Sin, and ſave 
I their Souls, does ordinarily make himſelf a Prey, 
they will not only take away their Lives but their 
; good Names. 
| It i sa tempting World, that would make all as 
bad as itſelf, he that hath any Paſſion or corrupt 
Aﬀect on, is as inclinable to convey it to another, 
as Fire is to kindle Fire ; Covetouſneſs, Ambition, 
Voluptuouſneſs, Luſt, Wrath, Revenge, are all 
contagious. 

It is a calamitous nib World, it is void 
ef the Comforts and ſacred Illumination, and of , 

the 


8 Og 8 re 1 
— — 12 _ a 


75 ] | 
the aſſured Love of God, and the Exerciſe of 
Holineſs and Wiſdom ; the Delights of Saints in 
loving God, and waiting for eternal Life, are 
unknown to all the Ungodly ; they are loſt in 
Ignorance and Error, and tormented with their 
own Paſhons, Diviſions and Contentions; their | 
Vices are Part of their Viſquietment and Pain, 
though Pleaſure be their intended End. 

They are Slaves to Satan and their Luſt, and 
arz in love with their Captivity, and glory'in their 
Chains; they are under the Guilt of Sin, and have 
no Aſſurance of Pardon or Deliverance. God 
overtakes them many times in Sickneſs, Pain, 
Impoveriſhment ; the Fruſtration of their Hopes 
torments them, yet under all they are hardened 
againſt God, and fall not out with their Sin and 
Folly, but with the Juſtice of Heaven and its In- 
$ ſtruments, or rather with all that bears the Image 
of the Holineſs of God. This is the viſible Con- 
dition of this World. | 


P 


The Soliloguy of a Devout Soul. 


ORD, I have viewed the World over in 
which thou haſt ſet me, I have try'd how 

this and that Thing will fit my Spirit and the 
Deſign of my Creation, and can find nothing in 
which to reſt. Lo! I come to thee the eternal 
Being, the Spirit of Life, the Center of Reſt, the 
Stay of the Creation, the Fullneſs of all Things, 
I join myſelf to thee, with thee I will lead my 
Life, and ſpend my Days, with whom I hope 
to dwell for ever. My God I look to hone 
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thee alone: No Man, no worldly Creature made 
me, none of them did redeem me, nor renew 
my Soul, nor will juſtify me at thy Bar, nor 
forgive my Sin, nor ſave me from thy penal 
Juſtice, nor be a full or perpetual Felicity for 
my Soul. To thee I reſign myſelf, for I am 
thine own. To thee I ſubject all the Powers of 
my Soul and Body, for thou art my rightful So- 
vereign. From thee I thankfully accept all the 
Benefits and Comforts of my Life. In thee I 
expect my true Felicity and Content; to know 
thee, muſt be my Bleſſedneſs, or I muſt have 
none: There is no other real Joy, and in the 
Deſires and Motions of my Soul, I faid, that thou 
and only thou art its reſting Place, and tho? 
Love does now but ſearch, and pray, and cry, and 
weep, and 1s reaching upwards, but cannot reach 
the glorious Light, the bleſſed Knowledge, the 
perfect Love for which it longeth; yet by its Eye, 
its Aim, its Motions, its Moans, its Groans, I 
know its Meaning, where it would be, and 1 
know its End; my diſpleaſed Soul will never 
be well till it comes near to thee, till it knows 
thee better and loves thee more: Oh! let me 
have no other Portion, no Reaſon, no Life, but 
what is devoted to thee, employ'd for thee, and 
by thee, and ſhall be perfected in thee, the only 
perfect Object, for ever upon the Holy Altar, 
erected by thy Son, and by his Hands and Me- 
diation, I humbly devote and offer thee this 
Heart; Oh! that I could ſay with greater feel - 
ing, this flaming, loving, longing Heart; but 
the ſacred Fire which muſt kindle on my Sacrifice 
muſt come from thee, it will not elſe aſcend to 
thee; Let it confume this Droſs, fo the nobler 
© Part 
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Part may know its Home. I hope it's waſh'd in 
precious Blood, and there is ſomething in it that 
is thine own. It ſtill looks towards thee, and 
follows thee, and will be content with Gold, 
and Mirth, and Honour, and ſuch Fooleries no 
more; it lies at the Door, and will be entertain'd 
or periſh ; though, alas! it loves thee not as it 
ſhould : I boldly ſay, it loves to love thee; it 
ſeeks nor craves no greater Bleſſedneſs than per- 
fect, endleſs, mutual Love; it is vow'd to thee, 
even to thee only, and will never take up with 
Shadows more, but is reſolved to lie down in 
Sorrow and Deſpair, if thou wilt not be its Reſt 
and Joy; it hates itſelf for loving thee no more, 
accounting no Want, Infirmity, Shame or Pain, 
ſo great and grievous a Calamity. 

For thee, the glorious bleſſed God, it is that I 
come to Jeſus Chriſt, if he did not reconcile my 
guilty Soul to thee, and did not teach it the hea 
venly Art and Work of Love, by the ſweet Com- 
munications of thy Love, he could be no Saviour 
for me; it muſt be a Teacher ſent from thee, that 
muſt conduct me to thee ; no Traveller, Book, 
or Creature, which I can ſee, doth tell me more 


than Jeſus Chriſt: I can find no Way ſo ſuitable. 


to my Soul, no Medicine ſo fitted to my Miſery, 
no Bellows ſo fit to kindle Love, as Faith in 
Chriſt Jeſus : I ſee no Doctrine ſo divine and 
heavenly, nor any which ſo purely pleads thy 
Cauſe, and calls the Soul from Self and Vanity, 
and condemns its Sin, and purifies and leads it, 
directly to thee : On thee, therefore, my dear 
Redeemer, do I caſt and truſt my ſinful Soul; 
with thee, and with thy holy Spirit, I renew 
my Covenant, | know no other, I have no other 
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© Saviour but thyſelf; To thee I deliver up my 


Soul, which thou haſt redeemed, not to be ad- 
vanced to the Wealth, Honour and Pleaſure of 
this World, bur to be delivered trom them, and 
to be healed of Sin and brought to God, and 
to be ſaved from this prefent vile World, and 
to be waſhed in thy Blood, illuminated, quick- 
ned and confirmed by thy Spirit, and conducted 
in thy Ways of Holineſs and Love, and at laſt 
to be juſtified and preſented ſpotleſs to the 
Father of Spirits, and potleftied of that Glory 
which thou haſt promiſed. Oh ! thou that haſt 
prepared ſo dear a Medicine for the cleanſing 
of polluted Souls, leave not my Soul in its Guilt 
and Pollution: Oh! cauſe me, in my Degree, 
to know the Father : Acquaint me with ſo much 
of his Will as concerns my Duty : Leave not 
my Soul to groan in Darkneſs, ſeeing thou art 
the Sun and Lord of Light. O heal m 

eſtranged Thoughts of God. Is he my Light 
and Life, and all my Hopes? and muſt I dwell 
with him for ever, and yet ſhall I know him no 


better than thus? Shall I learn no more that 


have ſuch a Teacher? And ſhall I get no 
nearer him, while I have a Saviour and a Head 
ſo rare? Oh! give my Faith a clearer Proſpect 
into that better World, and let me not be fo 
much unacquainted with the Place in which I 
hope to abide for ever; and for as much as thou 
haſt prepared a Heaven for holy Spirits, prepare 
my Soul for Heaven, that hath not long to ſtay 
on Earth, and when at Death I reſign it into thy 
Hands, reccive it as thy own, and finiſh the 
Work' which thou” haſt begun, in placing it a- 
mong the bleſſed Spirits, who are filled wy ie 
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Sight and Love of God. I truſt thee living, let 
me truſt thee dying, and never be aſhamed of 
my Truſt. O bleſſed Jeſus! fill my Heart 
with an unquenchable Love to thee, that I may 
love thee with my whole Heart, and with all 
the Powers of my inward Parts, having thee on 
my Heart and in my Mouth, and before my Eyes 
always, and every where. ſo that there may be 
no Place in me open to adulterous Love. 
£ Unto thee, the eternal holy Spirit, proceeding 
from the Father and the Son; the communica— 
tive Love, who condeſcends to make perſect the 
Sons of God, do I deliver up this dark, imper- 
fect Soul, to be further renewed, confirmed and 
perfected, according to the holy Covenant. Re- 
fuſe not to bleſs it with thy inbred Operations, 
quicken it with thy Life, enlighten it, ſanCtify 
it by thy Love, actuate it pewerfully, purely 
and conſtantly, by thy Holy Motion. Alas | 
[ feel, I daily feel that I am dead to all Good, 
and all that is good is dead to me, if thou be 
not the Life of all. Oh! thou that haſt begun 

and given me thoſe heavenly Invitations and 
Deſires which Fleſh and Blood could never give, 
ſuffer nor my Folly to quench thoſe Sparks, nor 
the Fleſh to prevail, nor the Devil, againſt the 
heavenly Seed : Depart not from my ſinful Sout 
as thou art the Agent and Advocate of Jeſus 
Chriſt. Oh! plead his Cauſe effectually in my 
Soul, againſt the Suggeſtions of Satan and my 
Unbelief, and finiſh his Sealing, ſaving Work 
in me; be in me the Witneſs of my Lord, the 
Author of my Prayers, the Spirit of Adoption, 
the Seal of God, and the Earneft of my Inheri- 
tance, O ſhed that Love upon my Heart, which 


I may 
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I may keep in a continual Flame of Love; teach 
me the Work which I muſt do in Heaven ; re- 
freſh my Soul with the Delights of Holineſs, 
and the Joys which ariſe from the believing 
Hopes of everlaſting Joys. Exerciſe my Heart 
and Tongue in the Holy Praiſes of my Lord ; 
ſtrengthen me in Sufferings, and conquer the 
Terrors of Death and Hell; make me the more 
heavenly by how much the faſter I am haſten- 
ing to Heaven, Let my laſt Thoughts, Words 
and Works on Earth, be like to thoſe which 
ſhall be my firſt in the State of Glorious Immor- 
tality, where God will for ever be all in all, of 
whom, and through whom, and to whom are 
all Things, to whom be Glory for ever. Amen. 
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The Good Steward. 


HE great Lord of the World hath placed the 
Children of Men in this Earth as Stewards, 

Mat. 25. and delivers to every one his Talents, 
to ſome more, to ſome leſs, under a Truſt or 
Charge to employ the ſame, that they may be 
kept to continual Action, to their own Advantage 
and the Good of others, and the Glory and Praiſe 
of God, who hath a Complacency in beholding a 
Conformity in his Creatures to his own perfect 
Will: He has annexed Rewards and Puniſhments 
as they improve or miſimprove their Talents, pro- 
ortionable to their Faithfulneſs or Negligence : 
he great Day of Account will be the great Day 
of Judgment, when the Lord Jeſus Chriſt wil! 
call every one to his Account, he may ſay, I 
have 
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have formerly made you Stewards of my Bleſſings 
upon Earth, I now call for an Account, give your 
Anſwers ; hear the Particulars with which I charge 
you, anſwer truly, for I have a Controller within, 
a own Conſciences, and a Regiſter without, my 
ook of Remembrance, in which is ſet down all 
that ever you have done, or ſpoke, or thought: I 
have given each of you an immortal Soul to take 
Care of, Underſtanding and Reaſon to guide your 
Actions, Memory, a Conſcience to direct and 
check you in doing ill, and to incourage you in 
doing well ; I have laid open to you the Works of 
my Power and Providence; I have given you 
Speech to communicate to one another; I have 
given you time of Life in this World, a Seaſon to 
exerciſe thoſe other Talents I have entruſted you 
with; 1 have given you Rule and Dominion over 
my Creatures, allowing you the Uſe of them for 
Food and Raiment ; I have given to ſome Health 
of body, Strength, Beauty, Comelineſs, Wealth 
and Riches, Reputation and Eſteem, great Succeſs, 
a good Education, kind Relations, faithful Friends, 
good Laws, the written Word of God to acquaint 
you with my Will and the Way to eternal Life, 
the Word preached, Sacraments, the powerful 
Motions of the Spirit upon your Conſciences, ſpe- 
cial Providences, Chaſtiſements and Corrections; 
ſingular Opportunities have been put into your 
Hands of inſtructing the Ignorant, delivering the 
Oppreſt, and promoting my Honour. Theſe are 
ſome of the many Talents which I have committed 
to you, tho? in different Degrees; give up your 

Account how you have employ'd them. 
The good Steward will ſay, I have not improved 
my Talent according to the Ability thou haſt Jent 
L me; 
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me; I offer the Merits of my Redeemer to ſupply 
my Defect, and to make good what is wanting in 
my Account, yet, according to thy Command, I do 
Humbly render my Diſcharge of the Truſt thou 
haſt committed to me, as follows: In general, As 
to all the Bleſſings and Talents wherewith thou 
haſt intruſted me, I have looked up to thee with 
a thankful Heart as the Author and Giver of them, 
I have always looked on myſelf as unworthy of 
them, I have looked on them as committed to my 
Truſt to manage for the Ends for which they were 
given, the Honour of my Lord and Maſter: I 
have been watchful and ſober in the Uſe of them ; 
if through Weakneſs or Temptation I have miſ- 
imployed any of them, I have been reſtleſs till I 
have repented and reformed ; I have always eſteem- 
ed my Soul to be an ineſtimable Treaſure, a little 
Picture of thyſelf in its ſpiritual Nature and Im- 
mortality, and I have endeavoured to recover for 
it thy immortal Image, and dreſs it for an eternal 
Enjoyment of thee in the World of happy Spirits; 
As tomy Body, I have endeavoured, according to 
thy Command, to tame it, and bring it under Sub- 
jection, to govern all its Appetites within the 
Limits of Purity and Honour, that ſo it may be a 
fit Temple for thy holy Spirit to dwell in, and 
may have comfortable Aſſurance that it ſhall riſe 
among the Bodies of the Saints to immortal 
Honour. I have made a Covenant with my Eyes 
that they ſhould not rove after Vanity, but be- 
hold thy Works of Wonder and Wiſdom, in 
reading thoſe Books that inſtruct me in the great 
Concernment of eternal Life: I have ſtopt m 

Ears ag inſt ſinful and unprofitable Diſcourſe: 1 
have been liſtening to thoſe Things that increaſe 
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my Faith, Knowledge and Piety : I have kept 
them open to the Cry of the Poor and Oppreſſed 
to relieve them: I have been careful to govern 
my Senſes and ſenſual Appetites by my Reaſon, 
and govern my Reaſon by thy Word: I have 
looked upon it as a Ray of divine Light, and have 
uſed it for thee, and employ'd it aright: I looked 
on it as thy Talent, and gave thee the Glory, 
Uſe, and Service of it. 

As to Memory, that wonderful Faculty, J hav- 
ing admired thy Wiſdom, Powers and Perfections, 
have endeavoured to treaſure up in it thoſe 
Things that might be of moſt Uſe for the Life to 
come, and moſt conducible to the attaining of it. 

Thy Mercies, Directions, Promiſes, Commands, 
my own Vows, Reſolutions, Experiences, and 
Tears, keep me conſtant in my Duty, dependant 
on thy Goodneſs, humble and penitent. I have 
ſtudy'd to forget Injuries, vain and hurtful Diſ- 
courſe, or what might keep out better Things. 

The next Employ of my Memory has been to 
aſſiſt me in my Calling, Converſation, performing 
my Promiſes, preſerving good and lawful Learn- 
ing, that I might ſerve thee, and my Generation, 
improve in Knowledge and Wiſdom. | 

As to my Conſcience and the Light thou haſt 
given me from thy Word, I have furniſhed it with 
the moſt pure and divine Principles ; I have en- 
deavour'd to keep it clean, and encourage it as 
thy Vicegerent over my Soul ; in all my Actions 
] have adviſed with it, neither ſtifled, forced, nor 
bribed it, but ſubjeted my Will, Purpoſes, and 
Actions to it; when I have done amiſs | ſubmit- 
ted to its Reproofs and Chaſtiſements ; I have 
more feared a ſcared Conſcience than a ſharp, 
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ſcrupulous one ; this latter, more troubleſome, yet 
more ſafe; I have forborn what might be proba- 
bly lawful, rather than do what might be poſſibly 
unlawful; I every Night brought the Days Ac- 
tions to a freſh Cenfure ; if well done, I was thank - 
ful, if done amiſs, I ſued to thee for Pardon, and 
for Grace to prevent the like Miſcarriages ; hereby 
J have kept my Peace with thee, and learned 
Watchfulneſs for the Time to come. 
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As touching the Works of Creation and Providence. 


HE Vaſtneſs of the Works mine Eyes be- 
hold, their Beauty, Order, Uſefulneſs, the 
regular Motions of the heavenly Bodies, the Fruit- 
fulneſs of the Earth, and the Uſefulneſs of the 
Creatures, prove that there is a G 0D, the firſt 
| Cauſe of all their Being and Motions; hence I 
| | learn the more to honour, reverence and admire 
| thee, to worſhip, ſerve and obey thee, to love and 
| adore thee, as the Fountain of all Being and Good, 
| to walk awfully, as being always under thine Eye. 
As to my Speech, I have been careful not to 
| offend with my Tongue, my Words have been 
feu, ſeaſoned: with Grace and with Uſefulneſs, 
| | though tranſient and paſſing away, yet treaſured 
up in thy Remembrance. By my Words I ſhall 
be juſtiſied or condemned; my Tongue has been 
uſed to ſet forth thy Glory, to inſtruct others, to 
reprove Vice, encourage Virtue, and to call upon 
thy Name in Prayer and Praiſe, to perſuade to 
Peace, Charity and good Werks. 


As 
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[ 35 ] 
As touching my Time of Life, I have duly con- 


fidered what it is, and to what End given me; 
that it is ſhort, the Minutes and Opportunities that 
are paſt being irrecoverably loft ; the Time before 
me is uncertain and ſhort, I know not how thort, 
whether a Year, a Week, a Day, or an Hour; 
yet on this little, uncertain Portion of mine, de- 
pends my everlaſting Happineſs or Miſery ; it is 
not to be ſpent in Sin and Idleneſs, nor to gain 
Riches, Honour, Reputation, when Death comes 
theſe will be inſipid and uſeleſs; Time is given us 
for a higher End, f. e. to prepare for eternal Hap- 
pineſs, and for our great Account, to be made 
meet and fit for the heavenly Glory. 

Upon theſe Conſiderations I have endeavour'd to 
huſband theſe ſhort, uncertain, important Talents, 
as well as I could, by avoiding ſinful Employments, 
Idleneſs, long Feaſting, exceſſive Sleep, imperti- 
nent Viſits, ſeeing Plays, unneceſſary Recreations, 
impertinent Studies, that ſerve for no good Pur 
poſes, but have exerciſed myſelf in my Calling, 
as an Act of Duty and Obedience to thee, acting 
in it thoſe Virtues of Chriſtianity that might be 
honourable to thy Name, of good Example to 
others, Improvement of Grace to myſelf, uſing in 
it Diligence without Anxiety, Dependance on thee 
without Preſumption, Contentedneſs, Patience, 
Thankfulneſs, Honeſty, Plain-dealing, Liberality, 
ſo converting that very Employment, and the Time 
ſpent therein to the Uſe and Advantage of my Lord 
and Maſter, the good Example of others, and the 
Increaſe of ſpiritual as well as temporal Intereſt ; 


by a careful Obſervation of Time ſet apart for 


Religious Duties, eſpecially the Lord's Day, not 
mingling With it ſecular Thoughts or Employ. 
ments; 
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ments; but with much Attention, Strictneſs and 
Care, laying hold on thoſe Limes and Opportuni- 
ties, by ſetting apart ſome Time for Prayer and 
Reading thy Word, which I conſtantly obſerved 
by making the great and one Thing neceſſary the 
chief and principal Buſineſs of my Life, ſtriving to 
conform io my great Pattern, and to have him 
formed in my-Heart, and his Life in mine, cruci- 
tying myfelt to the World, and the World to me, 
fitting myſelf for Death, Judgment and Eternity, 
and in theſe and the like Employ ments eſteem my 
Time beſt ſpent. 


eee eee 


Teuching thy Creatures and the Uſe of them, and the 
Dominion over them. 


Have received them as thine with Thankful. 

neſs: When I have had Increaſe I looked on 
thee as the Giver, and ſought to thee for a Bleſhng 
upon them in my Uſe of them, and received them 
as a Truſt, uſed them with Temperance, not to 
Luxury or vain Glory, not to Exceſs in Meat or 
Drink, with Mercy towards the Creatures which 
thou didſt put under my Power, abhoring thoſe 
Sports which conſiſted in torturing them. 

My learning of natural Cauſes and Effects, of 
Arts and Sciences, I have eſteemed but as Droſs, 
in Compariſon of the Knowledge of thee and thy 
Chriſt. 
s 

Concerning Prudence. 


Have always eſteemed, that Honeſty and plain 
Dealing is belt, as wel! publick as private z my 
Heart always went along with my Tongue. 

Concern- 
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Concerning Bodily Endowments, Health, Strength, 
and Beauty. 


Looked on my Body but as the Inſtrument 

for the Exerciſe of my Soul, and a Cottage 
wherein it might inhabit and perfect itfelf, and 
have been carctul to keep it uſeful for that End, 
not by over much Severity to tire it, nor over much 
pampering and pleaſing to make it unruly and 
maſterleſs, I nold the latter far more dangerous. 

In my firmeſt Hcalth it was my Care fo to order 
my Lite and Actions, as ii the next might take 
away my Health and Life too, 

I eſteemed Strength and Beauty thy Bleſſings, I 
looked upon a beautiſul Countenance as a juſt? Nc 
prehenſion of a deformed Mind, but never a Mat- 
ter of Pride or vain Glory, becauſe it's thy Gift. 


Concerning my Mealih and outward Eſtate. 


Eſteemed them the Gifts of thy Providence and 
Bleſſing, rather than of my Power and Indu- 
{try, I did not by them meaſure thy Favour, or 
the Goodneſs and Safety of my Condition, theſe 
thou diſpenſeſt indifferently to the Good and Bad. 
My Wealth made me more jealous of my Con- 
dition, than ſecure in it, I often begged my Por- 
tion might not be in his Life, I eſteemed not my 


ſelf the better, nor the better Man or Chriſtian, 
for having them. 


I look. 
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T looked upon no more given me but for Ne- 
ceſſaries, the reſt not mine, but my Maſter's, rather 
my Burthen than my Poſſeſſion; the more I had 
the more was my Care, the greater my Charge 
and Solicitude, to be a faithful Steward of it, to the 
Honour of my Maſter. 

I rejoyced that he eſteemed me wiſe and faith- 
ful in committing this Truſt to me, I durſt not 
embezzle it in Exerciſes, or in advancing myſelf 
or my Poſterity, but I employ'd the Overplus 
in Support of the Miniſtry, and Relief of the Poor ; 
J kept a looſe Affection towards it, I eſteem'd it 
an Increaſe of my Account and Care, it I loſt it 
without my own Folly or Fault, I looked on that 
Loſs as the Diſcharge of ſo much of my Account, 

1 had the leſs to anſwer for: Theſe Things I 
knew I muſt leave at Death, and they are Temp- 
tations to Pride and Luxury. 


n Foroterefto foforotororetote; 


Touching my Reputation and Credit, 


1 Set not my Heart upon it, I'll uſe all Fidelity 

and Honeſty, and take Care it ſhall not be loſt 
by any Default of mine, and if, notwithſtanding 
all this, my Reputation be ſoil'd by evil envious 
Men, or Angels, I'll patiently bear it, and con- 
tent myſelf with the Serenity of my own Con- 
icience. 


bk 
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The Chriſtian's Daily Walk. 


Prov. xxiii. 17. Bo thou in the Fear of the Lord 
all the Day long. 


HE Fear of the Lord is often, in Scripture, 

put for Religion, as P/al. ci. 1. Prov. i. 7. 
"Fob. xxviii. 28. So that to be in the Fear of the 
Lord all the Day long, is to be religious all the 
Day, and to act according to its Sacred Rules 
and Laws. It is what the Scriptures ſo often re- 
preſent under the Notion of walking with God. 

Endeavour, O my Soul! to attend to this; and 
do thou, O Lord, help me, by thy Grace, thus 
to walk with thee! To which Purpoſe I would 
propoſe to myſelf the following Rules, 

I/, I would reſolve to begin every Day with 
God, and conſecrate my firſt Thoughts to him. 
When 1 awake, ſays the Pſalmiſt, J am ſtill with 
thee. Not only under his ProteQivn ; - for ſo he 
was when afleep, as much as when awake; but 
he was with him, as I ſuppoſe, in the devout 
Temper of his Mind. I would endeavour thus 
to be with Gop, ſaluting him with my waking 
Thoughts, faying, in thy Hand, O Lord, is my 
Life and Breath. 

© | laid me down and flept, thou madeſt me to 
* dwell in Safety. I worſhip and praiſe thee, O 
© thou Preſerver of Men. I commit myſelt to 
. thy future Care ; keep me from the Evil; help 
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tations that attend it. 
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© help me in the Duties of this Day ; make my 
Way proſperous. 

2aly, As ſoon as conveniently TI can, I would 
retire for ſecret, ſolemn Devotion, and would 
take Care, when nothing neceſſary prevents, that 


this be my firſt Work, Hereby the Mind. may 


get a religious Tincture, be fortified againſt 


Temptation, and be better prepared for Duties 
and Trials. My Voice ſhalt thou hear in the Morn- 
ing, &c. Pſal. v. 3. 

34ly, In caſe 1 have a Family, I would take 
the moſt proper Time to call them together for 
theWorſhip of God; and thankfully acknowledge 
his Mercy, in the Preſervation and Safety of the 
Family; recommend both myſelf and them to 
the divine Conduct and Blefling, and beſpeak his 
Preſence in the Buſineſs of the Day. 

4thly, 1 would apply myſelf to the Duties of my 
particular Calling, and endeavour that Religion go 
Hand in Hand with me in all; particularly, L would 
reſolve to be diligent in my Calling, and as uſeful 
as | can in my Station; and if the Providence of 
God has ſet me above the Neceſſity of bodily 
Labour, I would improve that Diſtinction and 
Favour for ſpiritual - Purpoſes, ſpending more 
Time than others have at Command, in Reading, 
Meditation and Prayer, Works of Mercy and 
Charity. I deſire to conſider one Thing is needful, 
to ſeek firſt the Kingdom of God, and not to la- 
bour ſo much for the Meat that periſheth, as for 
that which endures to everlaſting Life. I would 
conſecrate my common Bulineſs to God, and un- 
dertake and manage my Calling in his Name and 
Fear, and would guard againſt the Snares and Femp- 
Laſtly, It ſhall be my 


are 
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Care to intermix ſerious Thoughts with my ſecus 
lar Buſineſs, to ſet the Lord always before me, be 
often looking up to bim, refreſhing myſelf with | 
ſomething of Heaven, whillt I am engaged in the 
Affairs of the Earth. Lord, help me by thy 
Grace. 
5sthly, I would endeavour to improve the Com- 
pany my Affairs may bring me into every Day, 
and conduct myſelf therein according to the Laws 
of Religion, I would attempt to make others 
better, and fully reſolve that others ſhall not make 
me worſe. Particularly, I would take Care nat 
to wound the Reputation of thoſe that are abſent, 
or the Charity of thoſe that are preſent. I would 
allo aim at ſomething profitable, and not only let 
no corrupt Communication proceed out of my 
Mouth, but that which is good, to the Uſe of 
edifying, that it may miniſter Grace unto the 
Hearers. TI ſpeak of thy Teſtimonies, ſays David, 
before Kings, and will not be aſhamed. I would 
not be aſhamed of owning God and Religion on 
proper Occaſions, but would watch Opportunities, 
when in ht Company, .to introduce ſomething of 
Religion, at leaſt in occaſional Hints, making ſuit- 
able Remarks on ſuch Providences as the Conver- 
ſation leads to, now and then inſerting a Word of 
gentle Admonition, or Reproof, to a Friend, as 
there is Occaſion. Grant me, herein, O my 
God, the Zeal and Prudence that is neceſſary. 
6thly, I would reſolve in the Refreſhments of 
the Day, when I come to my ſtated Meals, to 
bring my Religion along with me, and {till be in 
the Fear of the Lord; to obſerve the Rules of 
Temperance and Sobriety; to beg a Bleſſing on 
my Food, return Thanks, and be Terious in both, 
M 2 Whe- 
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Whether J eat or drink, or whatever I do I would 


do all to the Glory of God. Nor 


7thly, Would | leave Religion out of my Di- 
verſions, but manage theſe alſo in the Fear of the 
Lord: To which Purpoſe, I would reſolve to uſe 
no Diverſions but ſuch as | may decently beg a 
Bleſſing upon; would be cautious in the Choice 
of them, and not only avoid ſuch as are in them- 
ſelves ſinful, but ſuch as are full of Snares, and 
don't comport with the Gravity of the Chriſtian 
Profeflion. T would uſe them for the Health of 
the Body, the refreſhing of the Mind, and fitting 
me for the more chearful Service of God ; and 
conſequently I would ſpend no more Time in 
them than theſe Ends require. 

8th y, I would endeavour that my Thoughts, 
Affections and Paſſions, be kept under the Influ- 


ence of Religion all the Day long. 


I would not only abſtain from groſs, outward 
Acts of Sin, but ſuppreſs ſinful Deſires and Mo- 
tions within. O my God ! thou knoweſt my ſit- 
ting down, and riſing up: Help me to reverence 
thy Preſence : The Darkneſs hideth not from 
hee, but the Night ſhineth as the Day. What 
paſſes in the Darkneſs of the Mind is expoſed to 
thy View; thou readeſt the moſt retired Thoughts 


more certainly than others can the Actions. I 


would always ſet thee before me, at my Right 
Hand, and not only ſpeak and act, but think, de- 
fire, Sc. as under thy Eye. 

gthly, | would reſolve every Night to ſpend 
ſome Time in ſuitable Exerciſes of Religion ; : to 
take a ſhort Review of the Affairs of the Dry; 
with ſuch Acknowledgments to God in Thanki- 


giving, Confeſſion, &c. as the Matter mo 
Lor 
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Nor would I be content to cloſe the Day without 
ſome warm Devotion, and a Heart affected with 
what has occur'd in the Courſe of the Day. 

Iothly, | defire always to. commit my ſelf to 
my Bed, and go to ſlcep with God upon my 
Thoughts. To which Purpoſe, whiltt undreſſing, 
and preparing for Reſt, I would entertain myſelf 
with ſerious Reflections and Ejaculations, endea- 
vouring to fall aſleep in the Midſt of Divine Soli- 
loquies and Breathings, communing with my own 
Heart upon my Bed. This will probably have a 
good Influence upon the Imagination in Dreams. 
make my Reſt calm and comfortable, and prepare 
me, when I OY to be {tii} with God. 

Amongſt all the Duties of Piety and Devotion, 
none hath a greater Apes to maintain and pro- 
mote the ſpiritual Heavenly Life, than the above 
mentioned Exerciſe, and e nt Practice of eja- 

culatory Prayers, which conſiſts in lifting up our 
Hearts to God with ſome ſhort Petitions, on an 
Occaſion or Emergency. They are uſeful on 
every Day, but eſpecially on the Lord's Day. 
Are you going to Church, or returning from it? 
Are you Reading, Hearing, Communicating, or 
about any other Duty ? be fr equently making uſe 
of this kind of Prayer, particularly, begin and end 
every Duty with it : Look up betore for F Afſiſtance, 
and look up after it for Acceptance, and that In- 
fixmities in it, for Chriſt's Sake, may be pardoned, 
Thoſe Prayers are of all others the freeſt of Di- 
ſtraction, they being put up, and over, e'er Satan 
be awakened to tempt us, and will be in Heaven 
before he can ſhoot any of his Darts againſt us, 
They are uſefu] to keep up Communion with 
God in the Intervals of other Duties, and for pre- 
| ſery- | 
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erving the Heart in the Fear of God all the Day 
long. Some of God's People are more devotional 
this Way when buſy in their ſecular Employments, 
either in the Houſe or Field, than are others when 
on their Knees in their Cloſets ; they have ſweeter 
Fellowſhip with God at a common Meal, than 
many have at a Communion- I able. 
O that by ſuch divine, gracious and frequent 
Breathings Heavenward, the Life of God may 
proſper in my Soul! Amen. 
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Two ſhort PRAYERS. 


OS T holy, gracious and glorious God, the 
God and Father of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
and through him our God and Father; in his 
Name we worſhip at thy Footſtool, adoring tliy 
| Majeſty, bleſſing thee for thy Mercies, and pray- 
ing for the Continuance thereof; innumerable 
have been thy Mercies to us: thy Power brought 
us out of Nothing; thy Goodneſs has preſerved 
us; and when by Sin we were become worſe than 
Nothing, thy Grace redeemed us. We are bound 
by the Law to ſerve and glorify thee ; devoted to 
$ thee in our Baptiſm, invited by thy Mercies, and 
4 encouraged by thy Promiſes: Notwithſtanding 
this, we muſt confeſs, with Shame, that we haye 
forgotten thee, and rebelled againſt thee ; forgot- 
ten the God to whom we were devoted, and 
ſerved the World, the Fleſh, and the Devil, 
Which we had renounced. We are by Nature 
Children of Wrath, and have been guilty of ſeve- 
WAS al great and heinous Sins, yet did not thy Mercies 
N leave 
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leave us to periſh in our Sins. Oh! aſtoniſh 
Grace] has offered and does {till offer Pardon and 
Salvation. May this Grace lead us to Repentance, 
give us a Heart truly broken for Sin, convince us 
of our Necd oi Chriſt, and diſpoſe us to believe in 
him. On Chriſt's Merits we depend, to his In- 
terceſſion we truſt ; for his Sake pardon our Sins, 
though they have abounded; may thy Grace 
through him much more abound, We condemn 
ourſelves, Lord condemn us not, give us thy holy 
Spirit, ſanctify all the Powers of our Souls and 
Members of our Bodies, turn us from Sin to th 

leflcd Self, that we may love thee molt fervently, 
chuſe thee as our Portion, and delight in thee as 
our Happineſs ; convince us more of the Evil of 
Sin, the Vanity of the Creature, the Riches of 
Chriſt, the Excellency and Neceſſity of Holinefs, 
the Value of our Souls, and the Weight of Eter- 
nity. May theſe Things appear to us now, as 
they will appear on our "Peath-Bed. Subdue the 
Remains of our Corruptions, confirm and quick- 
en our Graces, make us more deſirous of Heaven, 
and more meet for it. In the mean Time, fit us 
for thy whole Will, teach us to improve all Pro- 
vidences ; may all of them work for good, may 
nothing ſeparate us from thee 3; make us ſervicea- 
ble in our Generation, a Blefling to the Place 
where we live; may we do our Duty in all our 
Relations, Bleſs the King's Majeſty; and all 
inferior Magiſtrates, Miniſters, and People; bleſs 
our Relations, do Good to our Benefactors, and 
forgive our Enemies, ſupport the A fflicted, ſuc- 
cour the Diſtrefled, and deliver the Tempted ; 
guide us and them thro? the World, and preſerve } 
us blameleſs to thy Heavenly Kingdom, for the 


Sake | 
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| Sake of thy Son our Saviour, the Lord Jeſus 
0 Chriſt. 


j A Child's Prayer. 


Lord, I am a poor Child, and am in Danger 

to go to Hell, and to be buricd for ever for 
my Sins; thou haſt given Chriſt to be a Saviour of 
Sinners, Oh ! let him be my Saviour; for his 
Sake, O Lord, forgive my Sins, and let me be 
horn again, and be made thy Child; love me as 
thy Child, and help me to love thee as my Father, 
and give myſelf to thee as thine own Child ; keep 
me from all Sin, keep me from Lying and Stealing, 
and Frowardneſs, from Unrulinéſs, Idleneſs, and 
childiſh Folly : Make me obedient to my Parents 
and Governors, to hear their Inſtructions, obey 
their Commande, and ſubmit to their Reproofs. 
Work a Work of Grace in my Heart, and as I 
erow up in Years, ſo let me grow up in thy Fa- 
vour; be thou my God and Father, and take 
Care of me 1rom henceforth and for ever. 

Our Father, which art in Heaven, &c, 


